AGENDA
Mansfield Conservation Conimission
Regular Meeting
Wednesday, May 16, 2012
Audrey P. Beck Building
CONFERENCE ROOM B
7:30 PM -

Call to Order
Roll Call
Opportunity for Public Comment

Minutes
a. April 18,2012

New Business
a. IWA Referral:
o  W1496 - Town of Mansfield - Mansfield City Road drainage
o W1497 - Guarino - Spring Hill Rd - 21' above-ground pool
b. PZC Referral:

o PZCFile #1309 - Special Permit for material removal and regrading, Merrow Road Com
Maze, 3 Merrow Road, Mason Brook LLC/Christopher Kueffner, owner/applicant
¢. Other

Continuing Business

Protecting Dark Skies in the Last Green Valley

Water Source Study for the Four Corners Area/Environmental Impact Evaluation (EIE)
Swan Lake Discharge Mirror Lake Dredging and other UConn Drainage Issues

UConn Agronomy Farm Irrigation Project

Eagleville Brook Impervious Surface TMDL Project

UConn Hazardous Waste Transfer Station

Ponde Place Student Housing Project

CL&P "Interstate Reliability Project”

Other

Communications

a, Minutes

(3 Open Space (4/17/12) O PZC (5/7/12) O IWA (5/7/12)
Inland Wetlands Agent Monthly Activity Report
Willimantic River Review

Connecticut Federation of Lakes

The Habitat, Spring 2012

Joshua’s Tract Annual Report 2012

Other

Other

R e Ao o

© o oo o

Future Agendas

10. Adjournment






Town of Mansfield
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Meeting of 18 April 2012
Conference B, Audrey P. Beck Building
(draft) MINUTES

Members present: Joan Buck (Alt.), Robert Dahn, Neil Facchinetti, Quentin Kessel, Scott
Lehmann, John Silander. Members absent: Aline Booth (Alt.), Peter Drzewiecki Frank Trainor.,
Others present: Linda Painter (Town Planner), Grant Meitzler (Wetlands Agent).

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:33p by Chair Quentin Kessel. Alternate Joan Buck was
elevated to voting member for this meeting.

2. The draft minutes of the 21 March meeting were approved as written.

3. W1493 (Sabatelli, 306 Stearns Rd.) The Commission declined to comment on this faif
accompli.

4, PZC Subdivision Design Process Referrals. Recently adopted subdivision regulations
require that subdivision developers do a Site Analysis to provide information about wetlands,
slopes, stone walls, existing vegetation, and other features of the property before submitting a
proposal and yield plan. The idea is to permit the PZC, the Commission, and other Town entities
to make site-specific suggestions about development before the developer has spent a lot of
money on a detailed subdivision plan.

Linda Painter reviewed site maps provided for two subdivisions: Beacon Hill Estates Section
2 (ca. 60 acres on Mansfield City Rd. adjacent to & northwest of the existing Beacon Hill Estates
development) and Bovino Manor (ca. 23 acres between Puddin La. & Conantville Rd. west of
Sawmill Brook). {I.ehmann’s e-mail comment to the Town Planner regarding the 04/10 Field
Trip to these sites is attached.} In the course of discussion, the Commission agreed on the
following comments & suggestions:

Beacon Hill ‘
a. The Commission is pleased that a “Scenic Conservation Easement” is suggested along

Mansfield City Rd.

b. However, “Potential Open Space” should not coincide with the undevelopable wetland,
At the least, this wetland should be buffered with additional open space.,

¢. The Commission suggests that the developer seriously consider clustering development
in the front portion of the property, dedicating the wetland and the back portion as open
space. This would eliminate a road or common-driveway crossing of the wetland and
significantly enlarge the area’s contiguous dedicated open space.

d. To the extent possible, stone walls should be preserved. The Commission notes that there
may be tension between preserving existing stone walls and clustering development in the
front portion of the property.

e. The Commission suggests buffering the short “existing trail” on the northwest edge of the
existing Beacon Hill development with a conservation easement.

Bovino Manor
a. It makes sense to protect Sawmill Brook in this reach by conservation areas on the steep
slopes at the northeast edge of the properties.
b. It would be desirable if open space dedications and easements on this property permitted



extending the Nipmuck Trail to Conantville Rd.

5. Proposed revisions to PYRA/PYCA, Ms. Painter explained that in the course of attempting
(unsuccessfully) to reach a settlement in a suit brought against the Town’s Pleasant Valley
zoning regulations, the PZC reconsidered these regulations and decided to propose some
changes. The major ones are: (1) setbacks along Pleasant Valley Rd. are reduced from 500 ft to
200 ft, (2) the percentage of prime agricultural land that the PZC may require be preserved is
reduced from 50% to 40%, and (3) language regarding residential developments is revised so
that preserving agricultural land satisfies requirements for open space and recreational facilities.
A public hearing on the proposed changes is scheduled for 07 May at 7:30p.

6. The Environmental Impact Evaluation (EIE) of the options in the Water Source Study for
the Four Corners Area is due this month. Ponde Place developers may put off doing anything
until the Town resolves its water supply issues—in hopes of tapping into new sources.

7. Adjourned at 8:58p.

Scott Lehmann, Secretary, 20 April 2012.

Attachment: Lehmann’s 04/12 e-inail to Ms. Painter regarding Site Analysis Field Trips
Hi, Linda,

It’s a very good idea for the PZC to give developers some direction about open space
dedications, clustering, driveway cuts, etc., before they spend a lot of money developing a yield
plan. It’s also a good idea for the PZC’s comments to be informed by a visit to the property—in
addition to seeing a map that includes relevant information about forest cover, wetlands, stone
walls, large trees, etc.

However, I don’t think that this past Tuesday’s field trip was particularly worthwhile in this
regard. The schedule did not permit the kind of thorough on-the-ground survey that should have
been undertaken.

At the site off Meadowbrook Rd, we did not walk the property at all; what was learned by
standing by the parked cars and looking at the excellent map supplied by the developer could
have been learned more comfortably back in the Town Hall. The experience at Beacon Hill was
slightly better, but again lack of time—and, I regret to say, lack of interest on the part of some
PZC members—precluded anything resembling a thorough survey (we did not, for example, see
anything of the large wetland that bisects the property).

I would suggest that in the future a realistic amount of time be allowed for this sort of site
visit—enough to permit those who are interested to walk over the property and to get a grasp of
its important features.

I also think it would be a good idea to identify individuals on the PZC, CC, & OSPC who are ‘
willing to do such a survey and to schedule the site visit around their availability, with others |
participating as they have time and interest,

Scott



Memorandum: May 2, 2012
To: Inland Wetland Agency

From: Grant Meitzler, Inland Wetland Agent

Re: New Business for May 7, 2012 meeting

W1496 —~ Town of Mansfield - Mansfield City Rd - drainage improvements

-

ves no

fee paid ... it n.a.

certified receipts ........ have been sent out
map dated .......... ceanas 4,20.2012

This application is for extension of three street drains that
presently end on the west side of Mansfield City Rd shortly south of
Crane Hill Rd. Thesse cutlets load the outlet areas with water
making much of the area of the adjacent fields unusable.

Receipt and referral to the Conservation Commission is appropriate.

W1497 - Guarino - Spring Hill Rd - above ground pool in buffer

yes no
fee paid .ot X
certified receipts ...... - to come in
map dated .. ciieiiiaiaen 5,02.2012

This application is for a 21' diameter above ground pool in the back
yard of the house at 216 Spring Hill Rd,

Receipt and referral to the Conservation Commission is appropriate.

REQUEST FOR EXEMPTICN:

W1498 - Mathews - South Eagleville Rd - farming exempt.replacing sheds
12' x 40

A letter from the state Department of Agriculture indicating the
nature of the Mathews farming has been supplied.

I have no question that this shed replacement gualifies for the
as—of-right exemption for farming operations provided in Section
4.1 A. of the wetlands regulations.






APPLICATION FOR PERMIT FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
MANSFIELD INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY .
4 SOUTH EAGLEVILLE ROAD, STORRS, CT 06268 | |~ WL
TEL: 860-429-3334 OR 429-3330 Fee Paid Hile
FAX: 860-429-6863 Date Received ,f}J“' 27 '/Qﬂ'

Applicants are referred to the Mansfield Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Reguiations for complete
requirements, and are obligated fo follow them. For assistance, please contact Grant Meitzler, Infand
Wetlands Agent at the telephone numbers above.

Please print or type or use similar format for computer; attach additional pages as necessary.

P T oF Monsheld, Dopitof bl Com s
Mailing Address___ 4} S E'k;r@//f'//e e Y
Shus —Maug Feitd , C7 zipD6l6€
Telephone-Home Telophone-Business/ &0 ) F29-5%52_

Title and Brie‘f Description of Project
Bbcill S cdlibostus o MustellO5t § Do seatfotle west atsoss
Location of Project_ US 7 e ¥4 ‘537///4’15 Fretd Crty (24 | ;E:é'f

Intended Start Date NIV~ .5'20/'2,

Part B - Property Owner (if applicant is the gwner, just write "sgme”
Name__[) 7evt>ie of MM;L’G'?/C{; (2) Sharas qﬁw%; 2LC_

®
Mailing Address (1) e Heeld  (2) (53 Stanwrdd Shors,cr 6265

Zip

Telephone-Home Telephone-Business ﬁéd) 428515/

Owner's written consent to the filing of this application, if owner is not the applicant:’
SignaturﬁréjfU 0) 4 W// 7 O rﬁt@;e 44 [z
Applicant's interest in theéld: (if other than owner) /M

>4

Part C - Project Description (attach extra pages, if necessary)



1) Describe in detail the proposed activity here or on an attached page. (See guidelines at

end of application — page 6.)
Please include a description of all activity or construction or disturbance:

a) in the wetland/watercourse
b) in the area adjacent to (within 150 feet from the edge of) the wetland/watercourse, even

if wetland/watercourse is off your property

fohorld oeledte, CB's ju Mamsfreld Cty koad S

lipe oeetholle, [aeross oo Jarll fo olmiaats grtsiom i afiie Taold
No WA jy_ghe fauds \ . .
Pfd‘!?[_ Ppools [t pnd &()/);ﬁesl) will ke ewriaca /.":’b'z/ Stbacovige.,

2} Describe the amount or area of disturbance (in square feet or cubic yards or acres):

a) in the wetland/watercourse

b) in the area adjacent to (within 150 feet from the edge of) the wetland/watercourse, even
if wetland/watercourse is off your property

None te use Clase ntrea s ~ \
5 + 50D 0 i Suthny awes  [(d[ses <5—H—)

3) Describe thce type of materials you are using for the project: me@z{' CB's dMo(
HDPe pipe \

7 R

a) Include type of material used as fill or to be excavated m,né»,,Q watenrall i J:ch(s
b) include volume of material to be filled or excavated  Zrp ey of fm&zu; (1 re’;&mf )

4) Describe measures to be taken to minimize or avoid any adverse impacts on the
wetlands and regulated areas (silt fence, staked hay bales or other Erosion and
Sedimentation control measures).

hagféz&s arf }Qew?e,,kasa-g o2 o O0s

Part D - Site Description

Describe the general character of t?e land. (H[El? Flat? Wooded? Well drained? etc.)
v s O’Pt’u7 rafre

7




Part E - Alternatives
Have you considered any alternatives to your proposal that would meet your needs and

might have less impact on the wetland/watercoyrse? PI ase list esea natlve
pipfug  THo_ storm r-uuav’f 5:({6 :é:f %
Ny o S/drﬁcéd}mMC5 Cleres caad, b, % meQc{.ée ‘/aa
and)/ o od + Z medrrs Filoed Ca—asfzg, L2

osiert § ou T4mll s/ fi:e‘rf"“—-—

Part F - Map/Site Plan (all applications)

1)} Attach to the application a map or site plan showing existing conditions and the
proposed project in relation to wetland/ watercourses. Scale of map or site plan should
be 1" = 40 if this is not possible, please indicate the scale that you are using. A sketch
map may be sulfficient for small, minor projects. (See guidelines at end of application —

page 6.)

2) Applicant's map date and date of last rewszon ‘f/z 5/ fz—
3) Zone Classification -_IRAR 90 '
4) Is your property in a flood zone? Yes v+~ No Don't Know

Part G - Major Applications Requiring Full Review and a Public Hearing
See Section 6 of the Mansfield Regulations for additional requirements.

Part H - Notice to Abutting Property Owners
1) List the names and addresses of abutting property owners
Name Address

Sre ﬁ%dw /17

2) Written Notice to Abutters. You must notify abutting property owners by certified mail,
return receipt requested, stating that a wetland application is in progress, and that
abutters may contact the Mansfield Inland Wetlands Agent for more information. include
a brief description of your project. Postal receipts of your notice to abutters must
accompany your application. (This Is not needed for exemptions). '

Part | - Additional Notices, if necessary
1) Notice to Windham Water Works is attached. If this application is in the public
watershed for the Windham Water Works (WWW), you must notify the WWW of your
project within 7 days of sending the application to Mansfield--sending it by certified mail,
return receipt requested. Contact the Mansfield Inland Wetlands Agent to find out if you
are in this watershed.

2} Notice to Adjoining Town. If your property is within 500 feet of an adjoining town, you
must also send a copy of the application, on the same day you sent one to Mansfield, to
the Inland Wetlands Agency of the adjoining town, by certified mail, return receipt
requested.



3) The Statewide Reporting Form (attached) shall be part of the application and specified
parts must be completed and returned with this application.

Part J - Other Impacts To Adjoining Towns, if applicable . .
1) Will a significant portion of the traffic to the completed project on the site use streets
within the adjoining municipality to enter or exit the site? Yes No _Don’'t Know

2) Wilt sewer or water'drainage from the project site flow through and impact the sewage or
drainage system within the adjoining municipality? Yes No +~ Don't Know

3) Will water run-off from the improved site impact streets or other municipal or private
property within the adjoining municipality? Yes No ¥~ Don't Know

Part K - Additional Information from the Applicant -
Set forth (or attach) any other information which would assist the Agency in evaluating

your application. (Please provide exira copies of any lengthy documents or reports, and
exira coples of maps larger than 8.5” x 11", which are not easily copied.)

Part L - Filing Fee
Submit the appropriate filing fee. (Consult Wetlands Agent for the fee schedule available
in the Mansfield Infand Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations.)
_$1,000, _ $750. _ $500. $250. $125. _ $100. __ $50. _ $25.

____$60 State DEP Fee

Note: The Agency may require you to provide additional information about the regulated area
which is the subject of the application, or about wetlands or watercourses affected by the
regulated activity. If the Agency, upon review of your application, finds the activity proposed
may involve a "significant activity" as defined in the Regulations, additional information and/or a

public hearing may be required.

The undersigned applicant hereby consents to necessary and proper
inspections of the above mentioned property by members and agents of the
Inland Wetlands Agency, at reasonable times, both before and after the

pe[r}nﬂ in question has been granted by the Agency.

A Alz3[(z—

Applicant's Sighature Date




Town of Mansfield, CT - Proposed road drainage mods, Mansf City Road :
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TOWN OF MANSFIELD
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

Lon R. Hultgren, P.E., Director , AUDREY P. BECK BUILDING

FOUR SOUTH EAGLEVILLE ROAD
MANSFIELD, CONNECTICUT 06268-2599
{860)429-3331 TELEPHONE

(860} 429-6863 FACSIMILE

S : April 30, 2012

Property Owners in Mansfield at 271, 339, 310, 304, 290, 282, & 208 Mansfield City
Road and 153 Stearns Road:

RE: Wetlands Application for Storm Water Discharge Modification on Mansfield
City Rd. _ :

Gentlemen/Ladies:

The town has filed a wetlands application to modify the storm drainage on
Mansfield City Road that currently discharges to the field just to the west of Mansfield
City Road north of 271 Mansfield City Road. These modifications would pipe the storm
water underground across this field (to the west) so that the field can be used for crops.

The Inland Wetlands Agency will receive this application at its May 7%, 2012 .
meeting. A sketch of the proposal is included. If you have any questions, please contact
the undersigned at (860)-429-3332 or the wetlands agent Grant Meitzler at (860)-429-

3334

irector of Public Works
Hultgren LR (@MansfieldCT.org

cc: Grant Meitzler, IW Agent
File

Encl: 1



APPLICATION FOR PERMIT FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
MANSFIELD INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY File raq 7]
4 SOUTH EAGLEVILLE ROAD, STORRS, CT 06268 " n
TEL: 860-429-3334 OR 429-3330 Fee Paid 1SN
FAX: 860-429-6863 Date Received S-2-v

Applicants are referred to the Mansfield Infand Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations for complete

Wetlands Agent at the telephone numbers above.

requirements, and are obligated to follow them. For assistance, please contact Grant Meitzler, Infand

Please print or type or use similar format for computer; attach additional pages as necessary.

Part A - Applicant e G
wg-{a0

Name J(JV\
Mailing Address Al b 5_?4;-1‘% f“-\L” @/{
Sleves, T Zin OL2CS

Telephone-Home b0 > @%-’3973 Telephone-Business @0 -~ AR6-7913

Title and Brief Description of Project

Cool th teor of psrdeece

2 rownd S 1’),7'5!1 obove gmuﬂ

Location of Project_ <A1 Sgring Vf’f// gﬂ S‘LN"“S, QY 06263

Intended Start Date 6,/’ ’/9»0) 2

Part B - Property Owner (if applicant is the owner, just write "same")
Name O £

Mailing Address

Zip

Telephone-Home Telephone-Business

Owner's written consent to the fffing of this application, if owner is not the applicant:

Signature —JA | date S [Z

Applicant's interest in é(e tand: (if other than owner)

Part C - Project Description (attach extra pages, if necessary)



1) Describe in detail the proposed activity here or on an attached page. (See guidelines at
end of application — page 6.)
Please include a description of alil activity or construction or disturbance:
a) in the wetland/watercourse
b) In the area adfacent to (within 150 feet from the edge of) the wetland/watercourse, even
if wetland/watercourse is off your property
J'A‘au[a}l—:dh of o D) e =Y hiclh, oow Qrc«aqg xané?/
% TA\L .ﬁ'}d‘ s ,/( e ﬂfmdb (J\,ﬂlorcjkrf‘f!\.){(}w 20! ‘*Ctﬁ*hf :.L//
{ "¢ QLet L 0. Ny A A WM pionHe 1w
120! Crom 19 ) mnﬁoix‘%, lone ‘

2) Describe the amount or area of disturbance (in square feet or cubic yards or acres):
a) in the wetland/watercourse
b) in the area adjacent to (within 150 feet from the edge of) the wetland/watercourse, even
if wetland/watercourse is off your property
Ao nome :
:lb) 4//3—: "/Sqwm..—ﬁ’ of _sarfece,

3) Describe the type of materials you are using fo the project: IMLS &\Q S\(o/\.e_, L,Q.Q,JL
%‘1—/“-’1‘\ N 100 laces e “H\L, ’('1*,0

a) include type of material used as fifl or to be excavated 5% erﬁ;J & qu /
b) include volume of material to be filled or excavated |
o ewepvora o \\be Ao 0’7\\«4 Ae Dy o ‘\a,u&)h/ur

4) Describe measures to be taken to minimize or aVOid any adverse |mpacts on the
wetlands and regulated areas (silt fence, staked hay bales or other Erosion and
Sedimentation control measures).

Part D - Site Description
ezcnbeﬁ}; neral cha ‘Lr of the land. jHlHy’) Flat? Wooded? Well drained? etc.)

/ bb’aed ¢l




Part E - Alternatives
Have you considered any alternatives to your proposal that would meet your needs and

might have less impact on the wetland/watercourse? Please list hese alternatives.
o Nur  locodinns on ?ﬁa 70)‘ 0 ot pNer cepd
08 g0 Bl P pro gwed fpcadion does

Part F - Map/Site Plan (all applications)

1) Attach to the application a map or site plan showing existing conditions and the ,
proposed project in relation to wetland/ watercourses. Scale of map or site plan should
be 1" = 40" if this is not possible, please indicate the scale that you are using. A sketch
map may be sufficient for small, minor projects. (See guidelines at end of application -

page 6.)

2) Applicant's map date and date of last revision
3) Zone Classification _-
4) |s your property in a flood zone? Yes 5)( No Don't Know

Part G - Major Applications Requiring Full Review and a Public Hearing
See Section 6 of the Mansfield Regulations for additional requirements. _
e
/3 i

Part H - Notice to Abutting Property Owners ~ LUHorﬁ *er be f"“""(""’ﬂm
1) List the names and addresses of abutting property owners

R di o B Fropidid M o afror

2) Written Notice to Abutters. You must notify abutting property owners by certified mail,
return receipt requested, stating that a wetland application is in progress, and that
abutters may contact the Mansfield Inland Wetlands Agent for more information. Include
a brief description of your project. Postal receipts of your notice to abutters must
accompany your application. (This is not needed for exemptions).

Part | - Additional Notices, if necessary
1) Notice to Windham Water Works is attached. If this application is in the public
watershed for the Windham Water Works (WWW), you must notify the WWW of your
project within 7 days of sending the application to Mansfield--sending it by certified mail,
return receipt requested. Contact the Mansfield Inland Wetlands Agent to find out if you
are in this watershed.

2) Notice to Adjoining Town. If your property is within 500 feet of an 4adjoining town, you
must also send a copy of the application, on the same day you sent one to Mansfield, to
the Inland Wetlands Agency of the adjoining town, by certified mail, return receipt
requested. :



3) The Statewide Reporting Form (attached) shall be part of the application and specified
parts must be completed and returned with this application.

Part J - Other Impacts To Adjoining Towns, if applicab!e _
1) Will a significant portion of the traffic to the completed project on the site,use streets
within the adjoining municipality to enter or exit the site?_,_YesX\_No Don't Know
2) Will sewer or water'drainage from the project site flow through and impact the sewage or
drainage system within the adjoining municipality? Yes No 3¢ Don't Know

3) Will water run-off from the improved site impact streets or other gunicipai or private
property within the adjoining municipality? Yes X No Don’t Know

Part K - Additional Information from the Applicant
Set forth (or attach) any other information which would assist the Agency in evaluating

your application. (Please provide extra copies of any lengthy documents or reports, and
extra copies of maps larger than 8.5” x 11" which are not easlly copied.)

Part L - Filing Fee
Submit the appropriate filing fee. (Consult Wetlands Agent for the fee schedule available

in the Mansfield Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regutations.) :
___$1,000. ___ $750. _ $500. __ $250. _ $125. $100. _ - $50. _ _$25.

___ %60 State DEP Fee

Note: The Agency may require you to provide additional information about the regulated area
which is the subject of the application, or about wetlands or watercourses affected by the
regulated activity. If the Agency, upon review of your application, finds the activity proposed
may involve a "significant activily” as defined in the Regulations, additional information and/or a

public hearing may be required.

The undersigned applicant hereby consents to necessary and proper
inspections of the above mentioned property by members and agents of the
Inland Wetlands Agency, at reasonable times, both before and after the

permit in question has b granted by the Agency.
@}) /. S /&— 10l
Abblicant's Signature , Date ©







Pages
Was a more in-depth mvestgaﬂon of leachingsystem conducted? - - No YN
Whal were the results? . -
" Istherean expansion/repair area available? ~  x Likely " Not Likely Unknown
© Wers there any con‘d'rtic:ns observed which might fimit'a fepan? (wetiznds, ledgs cutcrops, streams, efo.)
N‘U-~ T S i . ey - i .
DIAGRAM OF TANK AND ) EACHING SYSTEM LOCATION {ti shuchmos):

(.98 -:r"ré‘j SN 3

Y

Michael Noreross

Inspector's Name (pnnted ar: typed)
Profession: Installef

This form isaresult of 2 Connectccut Environmental Health Assooiation Committee consisting of members of the State
Dept. of Public Health, Local Sanitarians, Licensed Instalters, 'CT Sawage Disposal Association, CT Associaﬁon of
Resltors and the Home Inspection Industry j




1.

2.
regrading in accordance with Sec.(s)_ D

SPECIAL PERMIT APPLICATION
(see Article V, Section B of the Zoning Regulations)

Mansfield Planning and Zoning Commission

File# 209

Date _ 4~ 93~ [Q

Name of development (where applicable)_Merfow Corn Maze

Proposed use of the property is_agricultural field with enhanced productivity from

of Article VII (Permitted Use

provisions) of the Zoning Regulations

3. Address/location of subject property 3 Merrow Road
Assessor's Map 07 Block 12 Lot(s) 03 Vol. Page
4. Zone of subject property RAR-90  Acreage of subject property 10 acres
5.  Acreage of adjacent land in same ownership (if any) ___ 0
6. APPLICANT_Mason Brook LLC, Christopher Kueffner '
{please PRINT) ( ’Signétdure
Street Address 192 Ravine Rd Telephone 860-805-3276
Town _Storrs Zip Code 06268
Interest in property: Owner X Optionee Lessee Other
(If “Other”, please explain)
7. OWNER OF RECORD: _ Mason Brook LI.C M
(please PRINT) 7 17 Signature
(OR attached Purchase Contract OR attached letter consenting to
application }
Street Address 192 Ravine Rd Telephone _860-805-3276
Town _Storrs Zip Code__ (06268
8. AGENTS (if any) representing the applicant who may be directly contacted
regarding this application:

Name Stephen A. Filip Telephone 860-429-3658
Address  Filip Associates, 497 Middle Tpk, Storrs. CT Zip Code 06268
Involvement (legal, engineering, surveying, etc.) preparation of site plan

{over)



9.  The following items have been submitted as part of this application:

Application fee in the amount of §

./ Statement of Use further describing the nature and intensity of the
proposed use, the extent of proposed site improvements and other important aspects of
the proposal. To assist the Commission with its review, applicants are encouraged to
be as detailed possible and to include information justifying the proposed special
permit with respect to the approval criteria contained or referenced in Article V, Section

B.5.
__[_ Sife plan (6 copies) as per Article V, Section B.3.d
_¢,L Site plan checklist including any waiver requests
_FT/n_ Sanitation report as per Article V, Section B.3.e

~/ Acknowledgement that certified notice will be sent to neighboring property-
owners, as per the provisions of Article V, Section B.3.¢ (use Neighborhood
Notification Form).

A__As applicable for projects within the watershed of the Willimantic
Reservoir, acknowledgement that certified notice will be sent to the Windham Water
Works, as per the provisions of Article III, Section 1.

M __As applicable for projects within State designated aquifer protection areas,
acknowledgment that the Commissioner of Public Health will be notified as per the
provisions of Article I, Section l. The State Department of Public Health’s on line form
(www.dph.state.ct.us/BRS/Water/Source_Protection/PA0653.htm) shall be used with a
copy of the submittal delivered to the Planning Office.

Other information (see Article V, Section B.3.g). Please list items
submitted (if any):

10. ALL APPLICATIONS, INCLUDING MAPS AND OTHER SUBMISSIONS,
MUST COMPLY WITH ALL APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF THE ZONING
REGULATIONS, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO:

Art. X, Sec. E, Flood Hazard Areas, Areas Subject to Flooding

Art. V, Sec. B, Special Permit Requirements (includes procedure, application
requirements, approval criteria, additional conditions and safeguards, conditions of
approval, violations of approval, and revisions)

Art. VI, Sec. A, Prohibited Uses

Art, VI, Sec. B, Performance Standards

Art. VI, Sec, C, Bonding

Art, VII, Permitted Uses

Art. VIII, Dimensional Requirements/Floor Area Requirements



Special Permit Application
Mason Brook LLC, Christopher Kueffner
3 Merrow Road, Storrs, CT

April 19,2012

STATEMENT OF USE

The proposed work is to regrade and an agricultural field of approximately 4 acres of
land currently in agricultural use. The proposed work will not detrimentally affect the
pubhc health, welfare, or safety and, in fact, will improve the agricultural use of this land
in a manner that is expressly consistent with Article Ten, Section H.1 of the Mansfield

Zoning Regulations:

Protect Mansfield’s natural resources by reducing the erosion that currently
oceurs on this field because of the topography and runoff from Route 32;
Promote safe site conditions by creating a gently sloping field, reducing the risks
of using farm equipment on steep and irratic slopes;

Provide for appropriate future uses of the property by improving field conditions
for agricultural use (crops, grazing, corn maze);

Promote the goals, objectives, and recommendations of the Plan of Conservation
and Development, which include preserving and encouraging retention/expansion
of agricultural uses by improving the agricultural conditions and ease of farming
on this land.

The details of the gravel removal and grading are detailed below.

Remove approximately 4200 cubic yards of material, which is the amount
estimated to create a gentle grade on this field,

Redistribute topsoil to areas that are currently washed out due to erosion from
road runoff (Route 32).

Repair runoff culvert from state road that has been damaged due to aging and
erosion.

Regrade the land to create an agricultural field with a gentle and uniform slope
that is safer to farm, more productive due to topsoil redistribution, and more
protective of natural resources because of reduced eroston.

Additional details on the operation (the information required in section H.3.a.) can
be found on the site plan map.

REQUEST FOR WAIVER FOR STATEMENT OF USE INFORMATION

The Statement of Use (above) and the attached Site Plan provide sufficient information
for the Commission to determine compliance of this minor activity with the regulations.

In accordance with Article Ten, Section H.4, I request a waiver of submission of the
following requirements, because the proposed use is for minor excavation and grading



associated with existing agricultural use. This information is clearly not needed to
determine compliance with the regulations and the requirement to provide this
information imposes an undue hardship and unnecessary expense for an agricultural use.
* A data accumulation plan, with Class D and TD certification, and prepared by a
licensed professional land surveyor, showing the offsite information listed in
Section H.3.b.

NOTIFICATION OF NEIGHBORING PROPERTY OWNERS

I will notify in writing all property owners within 500 feet of the perimeter of the
property boundaries of this site of this special permit application. I will send such notice
on the Neighborhood Notification Form by certified mail at least 10 days prior to the date
of the public hearing scheduled by the Commission. I shall provide a copy of this notice
and a ljsting of property owners notified to the Mansfield Planning Office at least 5 days
prior to the public hearing.

In addition, in accordance with PA 87-307, I will notify the clerk of the Town of
Coventry of this special permit application because the property is within 500 fect of the
Coventry town boundary, I will issue this notice by registered mail within 7 days of the
receipt of the application by the Commission.



MAP CHECKLIST
FOR USE WITH SITE PLAN OR SPECIAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS

(To be submitted by applicant with other application materials)
: PZC File #
Date

Name efDevelopment _ Mergow Cutn Mo e

Applicant M#asew Braor, Lic [ Crrsonen Kueprver
/

This checklist is designed to assist applicants as well as the PZC and staff. It is not intended as a
substitute for, nor does it contain all of, the information and requirements in the Zoning Regulations
and other applicable Town Ordinances and requirements. It is important to note that the Zoning
Regulations allow the PZC to waive certain site plan requirements for minor applications where the
information is not needed to defermine ¢compliance with the Regulations. It is recommended that the
Mansfield Director of Planning be contacted if an applicant intends to seek a waiver of certain site plan
requirements or if any questions arise. Any requested waivers must be identified on this checklist.

Unless waived by the Planning & Zoning Commission, submitted site plans shall include the following
information (for more complete and specific descriptions of site plan requirements, see Article V,
Section A.3.d of the Zoning Regulations):

Not Waiver
Included Included  Requested*
(seep. 3)

1. Title block: Applicant and owner's name, scale,

date & all revision dates v
2. Original signaturc/seal of surveyor, landscape architect

and/or engineer responsible.

Unless waived, survey to be to A-2 standards _ v/
3. Location map at 1"=1,000" scale (see Art. V. Sec. A.3.d.4

for more details) v
4. Property lines, sq. footage, setback lines, N. arrow, zone(s) \/
5. Edges of adjacent street, utility poles & underground lines, Y

stone walls, fences, roadside features

6. Names/addresses of abutting property owners, including
those across street (for Special Permit property owners, o ot ins TieF
within 500 ft. of site) , /o aftaosd Joctompinying

7. Existing & proposed buildings, structures, signs, floor plans, Ntﬁ
buildings on adjacent land that may be affected

8. Existing & proposed contours, quantity of material
to be added or removed \/

(con’t.)
Posted 1/2007



Not Waiver
Included Included Requested®

(see p. 3)
9. Watercourses, wetlands, flood hazard areas, aquifers v4
10. Exposed ledge, areas shallow to bedrock /
11A. Waste disposal, water supply facilities v4
11B. Test pit & percolation test locations & findings N[A
(include test dates)
12A. Existing & proposed drainage facilities, roadways, bridges,
pedestrian ways, utilities (including construction details) v
12B. Existing & proposed easements, rights-to-drain L
12C. Proposed sediment & erosion controls v/
13A. Existing & proposed offstreet parking & loading areas,
fire access lanes v/
13B. Outside storage & refuse areas, fuel & chemical .
storage tanks v
14. Existing & proposed fencing, walls, landscaping
(including plant size & type, historic features) N / A :
|
15. Existing & proposed outdoor illumination (including :
method & intensity of lighting) Wk
16. Existing & proposed outdoor recreation features, with
construction details for any recreation improvements 1t
17. Other information (see Art. V, Sections A.3.g, B.3.g) /

Note: For non-exempt applications subject to Sand and Gravel regulations (Art. X, Sec. H),
additional special application provisions must be met.

C hausrorven, Kuerewea,
(PRINT)Name of individual completing this form

/Z‘ L v/22/i2.

N 'Signﬁturéf / 'Date

(con’t.)

Posted 1/2007



MAP CHECKLIST — Explanation of Waiver Requests

2. Original signature, seal of surveyor is provided. Survey is Class D survey, as noted on
map, This level of detail should be sufficient for the requested activity.

5. Utility poles not noted on map - not necessary for the requested activity.

6. Names and addresses of abutting properfy owners is provided on the map. A separate
list of property owners within 500 feet is provided on as a separate list.



L oceton M&P 1“2 Love’

WINCOG

Geographic Information System (GIS)

3 Mewow e, Stows

Date Printed: 4/22/2012

MAP DISCLAIMER - NOTICE OF LIABILITY Approximate Scale: 1 inch = 1000 feet
This map is for assessment purposes only. It is not for legal description
or conveyances. All information Is subject to verification by any user. 0 1.000

The WINCOG and its mapping contractors assume no legal
responsibility for the information contained herein. L S— =T
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Mansfield Open Space Preservation Committee
DRAFT Minutes of April 24, 2012 meeting

Members present: Jim Morrow (chair), Vicky Wetherell, Quentin Kessel, Ken Feathers, Michael
Secares, Jennifer Kaufman (staff). Also attending: Roberta Coughlin, Tom Boyle.

1. Meeting was called to order at 7:35.
2. Vicky was appointed acting secretary.
3.. Minutes of the March 20 meeting were approved.

New Business

4, PZC Referral Beacon Hill 2 The committee reviewed a Site Analysis Assessment of a
proposed Beacon Estates Section 2 subdivision. Committee members toured most of the
property on April 21. Recommendations will be forwarded to Linda Painter.

5. PZC Referral Bovino Manor The committee reviewed a Site Analysis and Neighborhood
Plan of a proposed Bovino Manor subdivision. A field trip was scheduled for April 29,
Recommendations will be forwarded to Linda Painter.

6. PZC Referral — Proposed Zoning Regulation Revision - Pleasant Valley The committee
voted to forward comments submitted to a public hearing in 2010 about this PZC zoning
proposal because recommendations in those comments have not been addressed.

6. Executive Session The committee voted to go into Executive Session at 9:10 and voted to
come out of executive session at 9:23. Recommendations will be forwarded to the Town

Council.

7. Meeting adjourned at 9:25.






Memorandums May 2, 2012
To: Inland Wetland Agency

From: Grant Meitzler, Inland Wetland Agent

Re: Monthly Business

W1419 - Chernushek - hearing on Order

3.10.09: The hearing on the Order remains open and should continue
until the permit application under consideration is acted
upon.

(The Order was dropped on approval of the application
required in the Order.)

4.30.09: Former rye grass seeding is beginning to show green. I spoke
with Mr. Chernushek this afternoon who indicated health
problems that delayed his starting but indicated he will be
working this weekend. I will update on this Monday evening.

5.26.09: A light cover of grass growth has come in. Mr. Chernushek
indicates health problems and two related deaths have
delayed his start of work since the permit approval was
granted. It appears that some light work has started. He
has further indicated that he will start a vacation on
June 22, 2009 to finish the work.

6.13.09: Work is underway.

6.21.09: Bulldozer work has been completed - finish work remains.
The additional silt fencing has been placed along the
northerly wetlands crossing, and the additional pipe under
the southerly crossing has been installed. Remaining work
includes finish grading along edges, spreading stockpiled
topsoil, and establishing grass growth,

7.01.09: I spoke with Mr. Chernushek who indicated he expects work to
be completed by September 1, 2009. (Site photo attached).

9.03.09: Mr. Chernushek has been working on levelling and grading.
The formerly seeded areas have become fairly thick growth
surrounding the central wet areas., He has further indicated
that with the combination of weather and the slower moving
of earth with the payloader compared to the earlier rented
bulldozer has led him to contact contractors for earth
moving estimates which have not yet been received. The site
is not yet finished but has remained quite stable.

9.12.09: I met with Mr. Chernushek today and discussed again what his
plans are for stabilizing this work site.

10.01.09: Mr. Chernushek indicated he has not heard back from the
contractor he had spoken with about removing material, and
is in progress of contacting others. In discussion is
removal of material from the site either within the 100

. cubic yard limit or obtaining a permit for such removal.

10.28.09: Mr. Chernushek has indicated he has made arrangements with
DeSiato Sand & Gravel to remove 750 cubic yards of material.
Staff is in the process of clarifying permit requirements.

W1445 -~ Chernushek - application for gravel removal from site

11.30.09: Packet of information representing submissions by Mr.
Chernushek, Mr. DeSiato and myself is in this agenda packet
as Mr. Chernusheks's request for modification.

12.29,09: Preparation of regquired information for PiC special permit
application is in progress. Tabling any action until the
February 1, 2010 meeting is recommended.

1.12.10: 65 day extension of time received.

2.18.10: No new information has been received.



2.
6.

10.

12.

4.

25.10:
30.10:

26.10:

27.10:

25.11:

This application has been withdrawn.

As viewed from the adjacent property, the upstream and
downstream areas have grown to a decent protected surface,
¥ did not see indication of sediment movement.

A sale of the East portion of the Chernushek property has
been in negotiation.

The property exchange has been completed. The owner is now
the neighboring property ovner Bernie Brodin. He has
indicated his intention to stabilize the area as weather
permits.

Mr. Brodin indicates he is starting with grading and
spreading hay and seed to stabilize disturbed areas.

Mansfield Auto Parts -~ Route 32

5.

6.
7.
8.
9.
i1.

11,

12.

1z,

17.11:

14.11:
12.11:
04.11;
13.11:
03.11:

30.11

07.11:

27.11:

.01.12:

L01.12:

. 28.12:

.01.12:

Inspection - no vehicles are within 25' of wetlands.

Mr. Bednarczyk's estimate is that approximately 100

tires per month are being removed from the site.

Inspection - no vehicles are within 25' of wetlands.
Inspection - no vehicles are within 25' of wetlands.
Inspection - no wehicles are within 25' of wetlands.
Inspection - no vehicles are within 25' of wetlands,
Inspection — two vehicles are within 25' of wetlands.

Vehicle doors and a camper or trailer are stored in the
extreme rear lot not approved by zoning for use.

Inspection - two vehicles are within 25' of wetlands.
Employees indicate cars will be moved soon. Payloader

repair parts are to be there later today and cars will be
moved as soon as parts are installed. ;
Owner indicated in earlier discussion that the doors would

be moved.

Rate ¢of tire removal has increased with a company in
Massachusetts removing them by truckload. At time of tHis
discussion {about a week ago) nearxly 2,000 tires had been
removed from the lot by the railroad tracks.

Inspection - two vehicles are within 25' of wetlands.
Payloadex rerpalrs not yet completed. Weekly inspections

will be made until the two vehicles and doors are moved.
Inspection — 1 vehiecle within 25' of wetlands - owner
indicates it will be moved this week. Payloader is back in
operation. Owner indicatees doors in "rear" lot will be
moved this week. Large number of tires have been moved from
lot by RR tracks — approximately 65% of tires have been
removed.

Inspection - employee indicates payloader repair has had
problems and the one car within 25" has not yet been moved.
Tire removal has continued and about %0 percent of the tires
have been removed. A truck from the company removing the
tires arrived while I was at the site, '

Inspection -~ owner indicates payloader is repaired. Owner
indicates the one car within 25' will be moved., Tire removal is
nearing completion.

Cn the way to see the car moved I found the payloader blocking
the entrance drive to the rear area, with the mechanic under
the hood. He indicated the new engine had stopped running on
the way to move the remaining car. Inspection today showed the
payloader in the same location.

Payloader remains in the same location with a bad motor.
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NRT Decision Soon

During the past two years, the Alliance has
established an official 21-mile-long Willimantic River
Water Trail from Stafford to Columbia, We
coordinated this effort with riverside towns and the Ct,
Dept. of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP).

As a next step, the Alliance and The Last Green
Valley have applied to thé National Park Service for
designation of the Willimantic River and Quinebaug
River Water Trails as National Recreation Trails
(NRT). This application proposes improvements to the
Water Trail’s nine public launch sites, including signs,
kiosks, and better water access. Maintaining the Water
Trail would be shared by the Alliance, Ct. DEEP and
the towns of Mansfield, Stafford, Tolland, and
Willington. The Alliance greatly appreciates their
support.

We await the NRT announcement by National
Trails Day on June 2, when the Alliance is hoping to
celebrate with our partners and the watershed
community!

Stream Flow Regs Approved

After several years and three Ct. DEEP proposals,
the Ct. legislature finally approved stream flow
regulations in December, 2011, These will promote
sufficient flow rates to allow aquatic life to survive in
river and streams, especially during low-flow
conditions.

Through many discussions between river
advocates, Ct. DEEP and water users, a compromiise
agreement was reached: the regulations will apply only
to dam releases as a first step. Ct. DEEP will begin
stream flow classifications this year, starting in the
Thames River Basin, which includes the Willimantic
River. (Visit the Alliance website for more details.)

Although compromises had to be made, the limited
regulations are a significant step forward. Future
negotiations will address groundwater withdrawals by
streamside wells, Many thanks to Margaret Miner of
Rivers Alliance of Ct. for her unwavering advocacy on
behalf of the state’s rivers during negotiations.

A Message from the President

"This may prove to be an important year for the
Willimantic River, its watershed, and the Alliance.
We are hoping for a National Recreation Trail
designation. This would elevate all issues regarding
the river, whether recreational, environmental or
economic. There is no downside to this: everyone
benefits, including towns, property owners and the
many outdoor enthusiasts who enjoy the waterway
every day.

To meet the expectations for the Water Trail,
the Alliance needs greater participation from our
members and the community. We are a grassroots,
all-volunteer organization that welcomes
participation in many areas that will help us
improve our ability to deliver on our mission.
Among these areas are Event Planning, Educational
Programming, Water Trail Management,
Publications & Website, Membership Development,
and Fund Raising. We have openings for Board
members and for committee members. If you feel a
connection to the river, please consider sharing your
energy and insight with us, or help support the
Alliance with an annual donation. Most important,
grab a paddle, rod, boots or camera, and spend some
time with the jewel we all share, ~Larry Diamond
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Fishing Season Opens

The river is stocked with trout, and the first
day to try for a big one is Saturday, April 21,
Fishing licenses and the 2012 Ct. Angler’s
Guide are available at all Town Clerk offices
and online from Ct. DEEP. Year-round fly
fishing (catch-and-release) is available in the
Cole Wilde Trout Management Area between
Tolland and Willington. It extends for three '
miles from the mouth of Roaring Brook
downstream to the Rt, 74 bridge. Check the
Alliance website’s Recreation page, Fishing
section, for a link to a TMA map.
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Riverwatch

In Willington, a travel service center has been
proposed again off Exit 74 west of [-84. After
Willington’s Inland Wetlands and Watercourses
Commission denied permission in 2010, the
applicant has returned with a modified proposal.
The Alliance submitted comments opposing this
application again, citing the potential impact of
stormwater and pollutant runoff into Roaring
Brook, a Class 3 Wild Trout Management Area,
The brook empties into the Willimantic River at the
top of the Cole Wilde Trout Management Area, a
popular year-round fishing area. The Alliance is
especially concerned since there are already two
large paved facilities on the east side of this I-84
exit.

Last fall, two groups used Rapid Bioassessment
(RBA) inventories to assess water quality in the
watershed. Shannon Rose and her students at E.O.,
Smith High School’s Depot Campus tested water
quality in Cedar Swamp Brook at Mansfield’s
Shelter Falls Park. With assistance from Ct. DEEP
and WRA, students collected samples of organisms
that live under stones on the stream botiom, After
the samples were sorted, students found two Most
Wanted species and 6 Moderately Wanted species,
indicating that this stream is healthy. At Heron
Cove Park in Tolland, Cynthia and Glen
MacDonald used the same technique. They found
three Most Wanted species in the river by the park.
WRA appreciates these volunteer efforts and
encourages other individuals and groups to form a
RBA team to test other streams next fall. For
information, contact The Last Green Valley Water
Quality Monitoring Coordinator at
Jean.Pillo@conserveCT.org.

In March, Alliance representatives used the Ct.
DEEP’s Envirosphere at a Girl Scout Thinking Day
event in Tolland. This interactive exhibit

encouraged over 100 girls to try several ways to
“pollute” a watershed and discover the impact that
our daily actions can have on a river. The discussion
highlighted ways to prevent water pollution.

The Town of Telland is still negotiating a permit
for increased withdrawals from the town’s wells at
River Park. The Town of Mansfield and UConn are
in a joint search for more water to serve the Storrs
area, either from new wells or from reservoirs in

- Tolland or in southern Mansfield. .To preparean. . .

Environmental Impact Evaluation, two test wells
were drilled near the Willimantic River in
Mansfield’s Eagleville Preserve. These wells could
not supply enough water to meet the projected need
of over 400,000 gallons per day, but they might be
used in combination with other new wells. The
Alliance will continue to monitor these potential
increases in groundwater withdrawals from riverside
areas,

The Bolton Lakes Regional Water Pollution
Control Authority is installing sewers for homes
around the Bolton Lakes in Bolton and Vernon.
Phase One is slated to be connected to the Manchester
treatment plant this spring. This four-phase project to
replace lakeside septic systems will improve water
quality in the lakes and their outflow into the Hop
River, which empties into the Willimantic River in
Columbia,

NEW PARK SIGNS

Last year, the Alliance requested that the Ct.
DOT put up signs along Rt, 32 so it would be easier
to find parks and launch sites along the river. Now
these signs point to River Park and Merrow Meadow
Park in Mansfield. Many thanks to those who helped
with this project: Mansfield town officials, Ct, DOT
staff, and Eric Thomas, Ct. DEEP Thames Basin
Watershed Manager.




WRAontheWeb -

- It’s time to enjoy the great outdoors' VlSlt
. the Willimantic River Greenway Parks and
Trails Guide at www.willimanticriver.org
* to discover 25 public-access sifes along the ¢
_river. Or visit the website’s Paddlmg page
~ for detailed information about the nver S 21-
mile canoe—kayak route, =

Calendar

'The Alliance posts upcoming events on its
blog. Go to our website’s Events page for access.

Wednesday, April 25
WRA Annual Meeting and Open House Join us
for pizza at Willington Pizza House on Rt. 32 in
South Willington from 6 to 7 p.m. to share news and
photos. Margaret Miner of Rivers Alliance of Ct.
will share her insights about the latest issues. Who
will receive “Spirit of the River” honors this year?
Annual meeting precedes at 5:30.

Saturday, May 5
Upper Willimantic River Paddle Canoe or kayak
down this beautiful stretch of river for 8 miles from
Tolland to River Park in Mansfield. Sponsored by
the AMC Ct. Chapter. For experienced river
paddlers with their own boats. Bring water and
lunch. Life jackets required. Contact Barry at 860-

705-3828 or barrygorfain{@att.net to register.

Saturday, June 2
Family Cruise on the Willimantic River Celebrate
National Trails Day on the river. Easy flatwater trip
for canoes and kayaks from River Park to Eagleville
Lake. Choice of short or fong (two mile) round trip.
Bring your own boat. Life jackets required for all
participants. Bring water, lunch optional. Moderate
to heavy rain cancels. Time: 10 a.m. to noon. Meet
at River Park on Plains Road in Mansfield.
Sponsored by Willimantic River Alliance and
Mansfield Parks and Recreation Department. For
information, call 429-3015 x 204.

: www.willimanticriver.org.

Spring Paddling Trips

Water levels can make or break a canoe/kayak
trip on the river. Before going out, check the USGS
Willimantic River stream gauge (in South Coventry)
at the Alliance website’s Recreation page, Paddling
section. Launch sites and maps for the 21-mile
Water Trail are also in this section. Safety tips:
state law requires that between October 1 and May
30 each person must wear a life jacket (PFD), and
year-round there must be a PFD aboard for each
person. Bring an extra rope and paddle, and tell
someone where you plan to lannch and take out. If
you are a beginner, the safest place to try river
paddling is in the slow current at River Park’s
handicapped-access boat launch on Plains Road (off
of Rt, 32 just south of the Rt. 44 intersection in
Mansfield Depot).

Flood Facts

This year’s dry spring (so far) follows the
wettest year on record in 2011, Such swings in
precipitation cause the river’s water levels to rise
and fall dramatically. For a perspective on extreme
events, note these Flood Facts. Hurricane Irene’s
rains in August, 2011, caused a high flow of 3,035
cubic feet per second (cfs) past the Coventry, Ct.
USGS stream gauge. The highest flow in recent
memory was 12,400 cfs in October, 2005 (follow-
ing a scrious drought) when the river’s level rose to
just under many bridges. In comparison, the
September, 1938 Hurricane’s peak flow was 15,500
cfs. Since records have been kept, the all-time high
flow was 24,200 cfs in August, 1955, when many
bridges along the river were washed out,

WA EmI e Yo ka3t

Contrlbutors mGy Wethereli Meg Rexch ;

- Design and Layout: Dagmar 3. Noll

. Inquiries or submissions for the Fall 2012 Edition
; may be submitted to:

. WRA, P.O. Box 9193, Bolton, CT 06043-9193
- or info@willimanticriver.or

. View previous newsletters at




{Lifetime Member)

Annual
Duas
$5.00
$10.00
$15.00
$ 50.00
$ 250,00

Senior/Student

Individual

Memberships
Famlly

River Steward

Patron

Zip
Phone

Siate
Contact me about volunteer opporiunities for the WRA

Thank you for joining the Alliance! Your membership dues may be tax deductible.

Vviumantic River Alliance — Membership Form
Name

WRA at P.O. Box 9193, Bolion CT 06043-9193

Mail completed form and check to:

Address

Town
E-Mall

21027 3uradg
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2012 Membership Drive

Your membership dues and tax-deductible donations
help CFL to provide educational information ‘to our
members through our web site, conferences and spe-
cial mailings of books and magazines. We appreciate
and need your ongoing support.

Act now to join or renew your membership in the CFL
with the application found in this newsletter.

We appreciate your support of the Connecticut Federa-
tion of Lakes in 2012.

#
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2 Book Review, “Love of Lakes”
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Volunteer Secchi Disk Moniloring Program

President’s Message
Reasons for Optimism

| have three reasons for you to be optimisticl First — In
our winter 2011 edition of the CFL News | discussed an
important State grant program designed to protect the
water quality of our lakes, reservoirs and ponds, and
how that program had not been allocated any funds by
the Bond Commission for many years. In mid January,
| wrote directly to CT DEEP Commissioner Daniel Esty
to express our support and appreciation of the p'ro-
gram, our concerns that it was not currently funded,
and our hopes that he would consider helping to make
some funds available though his bond package request
to the State Bond Commission.

In the latter part of January | received a letter back from
Commissioner Esty conveying to me that they fully in-
tend to make a request to the State Bond Commission
to allocate almost $700,000 dollars for the Lakes Grant
Program. if the funds are allocated by the Bond Com-
mission, then the CT DEEP's Bureau of Water Protec-
tion and Land Reuse, who administers the grant pro-
gram, will notify eligible municipalities, lake authorities
and taxing districts and later award grants based on a
priority rating point system.

The CFL greatly appreciates the Commissioner’s
commitment to Connecticut's Lakes., The CFL's next
stop to help ensure that this program is available in the
near future is the Second — CFL's legislative initiatives
continue to advance. There have been a number of
bills proposed this legislative session that, if passed,
wouid benefit our infand water resources. | strongly
encourage you to visit the Connecticut General As-
sembly website at www.cga.ct.gov to read the pro-
posed bills, and if they make sense to you like they
make sense to us, strongly encourage your legisiators
to support them.
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Senate Bill 254 - AN ACT RESTRICTING THE AP-
PLICATION OF FERTILIZERS THAT CONTAIN
PHOSPHATE, if passed, would make Connecticut the
12th state in the nation to pass similar legislation that
curtails misuse and overuse of fertilizers containing
phosphates. Phosphorus, as most of you know, is the
limiting nutrient for algae growth and the lynchpin in
cultural eutrophication of lakes. We've nicknamed this
bill the Roraback and Chapin Phosphorus Fertilizer Bill
in honor of State Senator Andrew Roraback and State
Representative Clark Ghapin who introduced it to the
Environment Committee. Be sure to use their names
when discussing this with your legislator so they know
what colleagues to go to with their questions and
comments.

House Bill 5259 — AN ACT REQUIRING THE IN-
SPECTION OF VESSELS AND VESSEL TRAILERS
FOR AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES would improve
upon existing law that makes it illegal to move boats an
trailers without first inspecting for the presence of ve-
getation. The law would be improved by adding inva-
sive species to those things to inspect for. This is par-
ticularly important for those lakes susceptible to aqua-
tic invasive animals like zebra mussels.

House Bill 5413 — AN ACT CONCERNING INVASIVE
PLANTS is a bill recently introduced to the Environ-
ment Committee which looks to secure funds for an
Invasive Plant Coordinator who would work with the
Invasive Plant Council on developing early detection
and rapid response plans, educating the public regard-
ing invasive species, and training and coordinating
volunteers to assist on invasive plant control projects.
I suspect none of you reading this needs to be re-
minded of the kinds of issues we have with aquatic
invasive plants and animals in our lake and we urge
your support. :

Lastly — Winter is just about over and it is almost time
to get back out on our lakes again to create another
treasure trove of great memories with family, friends
and nature,

Kind regards,

Larry Marsicano
CFL President

A Review of the Darby Nelson Book
Love of Lakes

Fighting water pollution and advocating for

sustainability
Darby Nelscn writes love letter to lakes he has known.

There is a description of a "hideous island of scum”
afflicting algae-choked Diamond Lake in suburban
Dayton, Minn., on an August day.

There is a riff on how human beings may have evolved
as they did, developed the large brains that set them
apart from other mammals, because of their ancient
ancestors’ ready access to fatty acids in fish from the
lakes of East Africa’s Rift Valiey.

There is an account of a 16-day kayak trip around the
north end of Lake Winnipeg. There is an ode to Rainy
Lake revisited by canoe after a 40-year absence. And
there is an imaginary dialogue with Henry David Tho-
reau about Flint's Pond, 150 years after Thoreau la-
mented the poor quality of the pond's water.

Welcome to Darby Nelson’s informative, Infrospective
account of what he calls a “cut-off blue jeans and s0g-
gy tennis shoes journey, a journey of paddling and
wading, listening and sniffing, turning over stones and
touching.”

The tales of Nelson's journey are told in For Love of
Lakes, & new 265-page book pubiished by Michigan
State University Press. Each of the 26 chapters in the
book is a separate essay on a particular lake, the biol-
ogy of lakes and the plant and animal species that in-
habit lakes and the pollition problems that plague
many lakes.

Nelson, a member of the Freshwater Society Board of
Directors, taught environmental science classes at
Anoka-Ramsey Community College for 35 years and
served in the Minnesota House of Representatives for
three terms in the 1980s. He began researching and
writing the book after he took early retirement in 2000
at age 80.

Initially, Nelson planned to write a scholarly book. "
started out as a typical academic: I'm going to fay out
the information,” he said. But then he sought writing
help in workshops at the Loft Literary Center in Min-
neapolis. He credits a teacher there, Elizabeth Andrew,
for changing the tone of the book.
"She said, 'You're working on a book?” he recalled. “|

\
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said ‘Yes.' She said: *You need to know that people
want to read about people.”

So Nelson changed what he was writing to make it an
account of his travels — often in a canoe, sometimes
alone, and sometimes with his wife and paddling part-
ner, Geri — to lakes across Minnesota and elsewhere.
His essays about those lakes convey a lot of science,
but the essays deal as much with Nelson's interior re-
flections on the lakes as they do with physical descrip-
tians of them.

“| would describe the style as creative nonfiction,” he
said. “it is using story. The writer is a presence, often
in the first person, in the narrative.”

Nelson's most scathing criticism of the state many
lakes have fallen fo — a chapter titled “August Epiph-
any" — deals with his brief visit to Diamond Lake in
Dayton, near his home in Champlin. "Though the ca-
noe floated on water less than a foot deep, 1 could not
see the bottom,” he writes. “The lake had never
seemed particularly clear on previous visits, but this
time it looked especially green.”

The lake was filled with biue-green algae. “Zillions of
cells,” he writes. ‘I had never before seen a lake's
blue-greens dense enough to form clots. | admit to a
grudging respect and intense curiosity about any crea-
ture that can so effectively take over a space, disgust-
ing though it may be.”

in the same chapter, Nelson details an excursion the
following summer to 14 lakes in southern Minnesota.
About half had the same lack of clarity, the same deg-
radation, as Diamond,

He portrays his journey to those lakes and the others
in the book as an attempt to resolve a paradox: Hu-
mans love lakes. All Kinds of evidence aftest to that
love. Yet we allow human actions and values — our
bright green lawns, our farm fields that somelimes run
to the edge of the cattails — to degrade those lakes.

Another chapter tells of Neison’s visit to Thoreau's

Walden Pond, lined with fences to keep tourists from

trampling the banks, but only a bit less clear than in
Thoreau's day and still capable of supporting trout.
And stilt another chapter tells of a visit to Flint's Pond,
another Massachusetts lake that Thoreau wrote about.

In Thoreau’s day, Flints Pond, a nutrient-rich lake
named for the farmer whose land abutted i, was

deemed by Thoreau to be decidedly inferior to Waldert.”

When Nelson visits Flint's Pond the lake has become
the water supply for Lincoln, Mass. No access is al-
towed. No swimming. No fishing. Public land and con-
servation easements protect its shores. There is a hit
of August algae, but not much, and the water surely is
cleaner than when Thoreau wrote about it.

Nelson enters into an imaginary first-name dialogue
with Thoreau, weighing the delight he thinks Thoreau
would take in the pond's cleaner water against the
frustration and disgust he believes Thoreau would feel
toward the restrictions on access. He tells his imagi-
nary Thoreau about his own conversations with several
farmers whose families owned land on Diamond Lake
for generations, and his appreciation of their love for
the lake even as some of their farming practices con-
tributed to its demise,

“ am struck, Henry, that regardless of our differing vi-

sions of lakes, no lake is enhanced by the runaway ills
that now plague them,” Nelson writes. “Aside from
those who see shallow lakes as problems to be
drained, all other visions of lakes ultimately share the
same goals, reachable only through enlightened stew-
ardship.”

Urgent! Help Save Your Lake - Sup-
port Proposed Bill to Reduce Phos-
phorus Use in Lawn Fertilizers

By Tom McGowan
The Connecticut Federation of Lakes applaud Sen.

Andrew Roraback and Rep. Clark Chapin’s plan to co-
sponsor a bill to reduce the impact of phosphorus in
lawn fertilizers on the water quality of Connecticut's
lakes, ponds, streams and rivers.

Eleven states, including Maine, Vermont, New York
and New Jersey have adopted similar legislation focus-
ing on phosphorus application to existing lawns.

One pound of phosphorous in a lake can grow 10,000
pounds of algae and aquatic plants. It reaches lakes
from many sources ~ storm run off from roads, farms,
erosion, construction sites and septic systems. Lawn
fertilizer, applied every year on more and more lawns,
is a source that can be controlled with legislation.

M
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Soil tests in Connecticut show the vast majority of ex-
isting lawns have sufficient phosphorus to maintain a
healthy lawn. Most of these eleven states:
» limit sale of phosphorus in fertilizer for lawn
imaintenance,
* require that stores post signs warning phos-
phorus fertilizers threaten water quality,
* ban fertilizer use on frozen or saturated ground
or close to a water body and
* require immediate clean up of spills on imper-
vious surfaces.
Exemptions apply to phosphorus use for new lawns,

for lawn repair or where a soil test show it is needed.
Also exempt are farm, garden, shrubbery and tree ap-
plications.

Manufacturers have switched to zero phosphorus
laundry detergents and dishwashing liquid to profect
water quality and we still have clean clothes and dish-
es. ltis time we did the same to protect our lakes - the
scenic gems of our iandscape, a rich source of recrea-
tional enjoyment, water based recreational jobs and an
important part of local tax bases.

Please learn more about this legislation and urge your
State legislator to support this bill. Please visit
www.cllakes.org for more information

L)
...

CT DEEP Modifies Stormwater
Regulations

By Chris Mayne

In an effort to catch up with the EPA, the CT DEEP has
recently begun modifying the four stormwater permits
issued by the agency. The four permits issued by the
CT DEEP include the Industrial, Construction, Com-
mercial, and MS4 systems (municipal separate storm-
water sewer systems) general permits. Stormwater is
an important issue because runoff during a storm
event does not get treated before entering our rivers,
streams, lakes, and drinking reservolrs, Therefore, the
enforcement of these regulations are important to im-
proving the stormwater entering our waterbodies.

The first permit to be modified was the Industrial per-
mit. After several revisions, the new Industrial storm-
water permit was passed and became effective this
past October. The new permit essentially brings the
program up to speed with the current EPA regulations.
There are many new requirements with the permit in-
cluding lower concentration thresholds, increased
monitoring, more prescriptive control measures, and a

stricter timeline in complying with the permit require-
ments. These changes to the Industrial permit should
allow for better enforcement,

CT DEEP Thresholds for the Industrial Stormwater

Permit
Previous Goals | New Benchmarks
Chemical Oxygen |  75.0mg/L 75.0mg/L
Demand
Oil and Grease 50mg/L 50mg/L
Total Suspended 100 mg/L 90 mg/L
Solids
Total Phosphorus 050mg/L 040mg /L.
Totak Kjeldahl 25mg/L 23mg/L
Nitrogen
Nitrate as Nitro- Lsmg/L l.lmg/L
gen
Total Copper 0.100 mg /L 0.059mg/L
Total Lead 0050mg /L 00676 mg/L
Total Zinc 0.500 mg / L 0.160mg /L
pH 5--98.U. 5-98.U
Aquatic Toxicity | >50% survival None

The Construction stormwater permit expires on Sep-
tember 30, 2012 and is currently being revised. Maodi-
fications of the permit include a greater emphasis on
endangered species and discharging to impaired wa-
ters, a requirement for turbidity monitoring, and the use
of a certified professional to prepare a pollution control
plan, and to design and inspect erosion control meas-
ures, Low impact development methods and tech-
nologies will play a significant part of the control meas-
ures implemented in future construction projects. The
CT DEEP hopes this soon to be modified permit will
streamline project review and enhance enforcement
when necessary,

The MS4 and Commercial stormwater permits will be
addressed and modified within the next few years.
The MS4 permit expires on January 8, 2013 and the
Commercial permit expires on April 30, 2014, Expect
new entities to be included in these permits such as
hospitals and schools,

The final result of these modified regulations should be
better water quality of stormwater entering into our wa-
terbodies. Only time will tell if this is true or if more is
needed to protect our waterways.
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Chatham Health District Pumpout
Ordinance Update '

By Bruce Fletcher
With major encouragement from the East Haddam

Lakes Association, (Bashan, Hayward and Moodus),
the regional health district created in 2008 a pumpout,
inspection and correction program and ordinance.

There are about 27,000 septic systems in the towns
comprising the health district- Colchester, East Had-
dam, East Hampton, Haddam, Hebron, Mariborough
and Portland. While 6,000 systems have been
pumped since 2009, only 550 permits to discharge
applications ($30 each) have been received and only
200 permits to discharge have been issued. Clearly,
there are problems.

The lake associations had hoped that owners would be
required to get pumped, rather than be left to comply
voluntarily. A top priority was to first contact owners in
sensitive lake, pond, stream, wetland and river water-
sheds to curb possible nitrogen and bacterial pollution.

It was hoped that the fees collected (about $17,000 to
date) would cover faster office administration, timely
record keeping and the enforcement when repairs are
required. The goals are less pollution, inventory of
good and bad systems (cesspools, metal tanks and
those with failures), an accurate data base for GIS
mapping and strategic planning to better protect water
resources in places where lots are too small, too steep
and have shallow depth to bedrock, high water table
and unfavorable soils. In these difficult areas, a com-
pelling case could then be made to set up decentral-
ized wastewater management districts (DWMDs) in
which special systems are allowed. This is happening
in Oid Saybrook.

All lake associations and towns with lakes, ponds, riv-
ers, etc. should work to set up a purnpout, inspection
and correction ordinance. The CFL would be glad to
help in your efforts.

Volunteer Secchi Disk Monitoring
Program

2009-2010 Report
Connecticut Federation of Lakes

By Chris Mayne

2010 marked the seventh year of the Volunleer Secchi
Disk Monitoring Program. The 2010 reporting season
marked the highest number of lakes reporting data of
any year in the program. Over the seven year period,
49 Secchi disks have been handed out and twenty (20)
lakes have reported data. The CFL and | would like to
thank all of those volunteers who provided data. The
program could not succeed without your participation
and your support.

2009-2010 Data

The Secchi disk depths for the lakes reporting data
between 2009-2010 ranged between 0.3 — 8.2 meters.
West Hill Pond reported the greatest Secchi depth at
8.2 meters in August of 2010 and Woodridge Pond, a
shallow pond, reported the least Secchi disk depth at
0.3 meters also in August of 2010,

2004 - 2010 Data

The data collected over the past seven years has be-
come more challenging fo present in a concise graph
and table. The table has hecome too large and the
graph is too busy to be meaningful. Instead, I have
decided to use a bit of technology to help display the
Secchi disk data collected from the various lakes over
the past seven years. | have created an online map
showing the data submitted from each lake. The map
has two main functions. The first is to provide an eas-
ily viewable distribution of the lakes participating in the
program across the state of Connecticut. The second
function of the map is to present the Secchi data sub-
mitted from each lake. By clicking on a baltoon on the
map, the name of the lake is presented along with a
graph of that lake’s submitted Secchi data. By clicking
on the graph, a new window appears showing a larger
view of the data. The data is presented in meters.
Interested parties can quickly view data from across
the state. The link to the online map as well as other
charts can be found on the CFL website which is
CTlakes.org. | hope to improve the map and graphs
over the next year. Please let me know your thoughts
and how the map may be improved to better serve in-
terested viewers.

Please encourage other lake associations to pariici-
pate in this program. | am interested in any comments

W
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or suggestions that you might have to improve this
monitoring program.

Remember to send in your Secchi disk measurements
for 2011. Thank you again for all of your efforts.

)
..0

About the Connecticut Federation of
Lakes

Everyone agrees that healthy lakes are highly valued
natural assets whose beauty and recreational offerings
make them irresistible to so many each season of the
year. Towns with attractive lakes annually collect high-
er property tax revenues and benefit each year from
months of “trickle down economics”. These precious
resources are fragile, and need constant monitoring
and preventive and corrective programs. So it is no
wonder that individuals, families, lake assoclations,
towns and states proactively work to help their lakes
and recognize that unprotected lakes may become
damaged beyond repair.

The Connecticut Federation of Lakes (CFL) was
formed in 1995 to help individuals, steering committees
and established lake associations with needed guid-
ance, advice and support. In addition, the CFL fosters
an alliance of Connecticut's many pond and fake pro-
tective organizations so that Connecticut lakes can
speak with a unified voice.

The CFL board members are dedicated volunteers
who have first hand experience in dealing with lake
and association issues. Since some board members
are professional lake managers and others have mas-
ters & doctorate credentials in the scisnce of limnol-
ogy, the CFL can and does help. Recently the CFL
helped pass legisiation geared to curb the establish-
ment of invasive aquatic plants in Connecticut. Boat
taunch monitoring, on site waste water management
guidelines, and model municipal regulations and ordi-
nances for watershed protection are current initiatives.

The CFL publishes newsletters for members full of
technical information, lake profiles, management fips
and news from the DEEP. Chuck Lee of the DEEP, an
environmental analyst in the Bureau of Water Protec-
tion and Land Reuse, 860-424-3716, attends all the
CFL Board meetings. The CFL works with the Gover-
nor to designate the annuaj Lakes Awareness Week
and hosts educational conferences for CFL members

and friends. In addition the CFL is an active full partici-
pant in NEC-NALMS (the New England Chapter of the
North American Lake Management Society). We par-
ticipate in their programs annually and host the 3 day
conference on a rotating basis.

Lakes in Connecticut need to receive more preventive
medicine. In other New England states, the citizenry
and legislators have pushed through bigger and better
programs for lakes. If you treasure your lake, please
join the CFL. With your help the CFL will continue to
make a difference locally and statewide.

()
0’0

Contact the CFL

For more information regarding the Connecticut Fed-
eration of Lakes, visit our web site at www.ctlakes.org,
contact Penny@Ctlakes.org, or write fo P.O. Box 218,
Windsor, CT 068085.

CFL Board

Larry Marsicano, President — Candlewood Lake
George Knoeckiein, Vice President — Limnologist
Penny Hermann, Secretary, — Lake Williams
George Walker, Treasurer - Lake Lillinonah
George Benson

John Burrell, -Columbia Lake

Richard Canavan — Limnologist

Mary Ellen Diluzio - Bashan Lake

Bruce Fletcher — Bashan Lake

Bruce Lockhart, - Certified Lake Manager

Chris Mayne, - Cerlified Lake Manager

Tom McGowan, - Lake Waramaug

Connie Trolle — Bantam Lake

Newsletter Committee

The Newsletter Committee welcomes your input and
your articles. Please send suggestions or articles to
CFL, P.O. Box 216, Windsor, CT 08085 or e-mail o
Penny@Ctlakes.org.

The newsletter committee includes:
Bruce Fletcher
Penny Hermann
George Knoecklein
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CFL Application - 2012

Yes! | want to be a member of the CFLI

(Please make check payable {o Connecticut Federa-
tion of Lakes)

____Individual {$25/year)

__Lifefime - for individuals only ($500)
__Lake Association {($150/year)

__ Tax Deductible Donation

Name

Address

Telephone

E-mail

Lake

Whom may we thank for your referral?

Mail to: CFL, P.O. Box 216, Windsor, CT 06095

Calendar

Board Meetings — 3rd Wednesday of January,
March, April, May, June, September, and October
7PM at Northeast Utilities, Newington, CT

Annual Meeting and election of Directors and
Discussion of issues of interest to CFL members
April 18, 2012 at Northeast Utilities, Newington, CT.
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Connecticut Federation of Lakes BULK RATE

PO Box 216 US PosTaGE
Windsor, CT 06095 PaID
) HARTFORD, CT 06101
PERMIT NO.

Address Service Requested
5046

Inland Wetlands

Beck Municipal Bldg.
4 South Eagleville Rd.

Storrs, CT 06268
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THE HARITAT

A newsletter of the Connecticut Association of Conservation

and Inland Wetlands Commissions, Inc.

Spring 2012

volume 24 number 1

State Open Space
Grants for
Municipalities

srssssonan

Applying for an Open‘
Space Grant :

Deadline; June 28, 2012,
Application: Current version '
is available on DEEP website:
www.ct.gov/dep/openspace

Grant awards are expected to be
awarded in the fall of 2012.

For more information contact.
Dave Stygar at (860) 424-3081 or
Allyson Clarke at (860) 424-3774.

PESETEINSITEIIIQINNTITFRIISFRRARQEE RS

Comnecticut Department of
Energy and Environmental :
Protection (DEEP) has at Jeast :
$5 million for this grant round
available to assist cities and :
towns with the purchase and
preservation of open space lands ¢
through the state of Connecticut’s i
Open Space and Watershed Land
Acquisition Grant Program. See
page 16 for back ground on Open
Space Grants.
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Editor 5 Note: The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) is required
by law (CGS Section 22a-12) to recommend legislation ‘for remedying the
deficiencies of existing programs and activities,” and offers appropriate
recommendations. We thank Karl Wagner, CEQ's Executive Director, for
his permission to publish sections of the Council s report and legislative
recommendations. Proposed bills raised by the legislature related to CEQ S
recommendations are listed at the end of each section. For the full CEQ
report and recommendations to the legislature go to www.ct. gov/ceq/lib/
ceq/Recommendations_for_Legislation_for_2012.pdf.

Council on Environmental Quality’s 2012
- Recommended Legislation for Inland

 Wetlands Training

The Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) is required by

law (CGS Section 22a-12) to
recommend legislation “for
remedying the deficiencies

of existing programs and
activities.” This year the Council
recommended changes to the
statutes regarding training for
members and staff of municipal
inland wetlands and watercourses
agencies IWWA). Many of these
recommendations have found
their way into Raised Bill 349,
An Act Concerning Training

for Inland Wetlands Agency
Members and Agents.

Status and Trends

Wetlands account for about 135
per-cent of the state’s surface.
Regulation of development in
and around inland wetlands and
watercourses is handled almost
entirely by volunteer local
commission members, of whom
there are more than a thousand.

www.caciwe.org

Training is available, but too
few complete the training, to
the detriment of wetlands and
landowner-applicants.

Training is an extremely low-cost
approach to land conservation:
commissions with members who
have completed fraining allow
less wetlands destruction than
commissions that have no trained
members. (Detailed statistical
analysis is available in the CEQ
Special Report, Swamped; link-
www.ct.gov/ceg/lib/ceq/swamped
with_links.pdf

Current law (CGS Section 22a-
42(q)) requires each local wetlands
commission fo include one person
who has completed the Department
of Energy and Environmental
Protection’s (DEEP)
comprehensive training program.
Many towns do not comply
with this requirement. In 2011,

IW legislation, continued on page 12



CAGCIWC
Board of Directors

Officers

Alan Siniscalchi President
Laura Magaraci Vice President
Maureen FitzGerald  Secretary
Charles Dimmick Treasurer

County Representatives

Alicia Mozian Fairfield County
Ann Beaudin Hartford County
Vacant Litchfield County
Marianne Corona Middlesex County
Anita Goerig New Haven County
Mary Ann Chinatti New London County
Rodney Parlee Tolland County
Vacant Windham County .
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Vacant Fairfield County
Vacant Hartiord County
Vacant Litchfield County
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Peter Basserman New Haven County
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Tom Ouellette Tolland County
Vacant Windham County
Darcy Winther DEEP Liaison

The Habitat is the newsletter of the
Connecticut Association of Conservation
and Inland Wetlands Commissions
(CACIWC). Materials from The Habitat
may be reprinted with credit given. The

content of The Habitat is solely the
responsibility of CACIWC and is not
influenced by sponsors or advertisers.

Editor: Tom ODell
Associate Editor: Ann Letendre

Correspondence to the editor, manuscripts,
inquiries, etc. should be addressed to
The Habitat, ¢/o Tom ODell, 9 Cherry
St., Westbrook, CT 06498, Phone & fax
860.399.1807 or e-mail todell@snet.net.

WWW.caciwe.org

CACIWC News Briefings

organization is its strategic plan. This document outlines

the important goals of the organization and sets the short
and long-term priorities for the following three to five years, In
2008, the CACIWC Board of Directors adopted ifs first compre-
hensive strategic plan that was completed following a multi-year
development process under the thoughtful guidance of the late
Allan Williams.

O ne of the most imporfant documents for any non-profit

1. During 2012, the CACIWC Board of Directors will begin the
process of developing an updated strategic plan with a target
completion date 0of 2013. The board will review the five high-

est priority goals and the thirteen priority goals established for

the 2008 plan, evaluate the board’s progress in attaining these
goals, and select new goals and objectives for the next three to
five years. It is anticipated that the board will continue to give

. our education and outreach activities the highest priority. The

board will also focus on the need to assign both fiscal and human
resources necessary to accomplish these goals. This renewal
process reflects the Board of Director’s recognition of the need
to ensure the productive future of CACIWC. This column will
provide periodic updates on the process and outline opportunities
for members to provide input to our next strategic. plan.

2. The CACIWC Board of Directors will also be conduct-

ing a major review of our bylaws during 2012 to determine

if any amendments are needed. This review will focus on the
composition of board to determine whether the existing eight
county-based representative structure should be modified. The
board will also be considering mechanisms that could permit
use of virtual meetings and electronic voting for approval of
urgent actions between regularly scheduled meetings or during
inclement weather. The board will seek early member feed-
back on any proposed changes, which must be approved by a
majority vote of members at the Annual Meeting or a special
meeting of the membership.

3. The Board of Directors is reviewing the many comments and
suggestions that were submitted in 2011 annual meeting survey.
If you missed the meeting or neglected to complete the survey
you can still submit your suggestions for workshop topics and
speakers to recruit for our upcoming 35th Annual Meeting and
Environmental Conference, scheduied for Saturday, November
10, 2012. Please send your ideas to us at AnnualMtg@caciwe.
org along with any other general suggestions. Watch for ad-
ditional conference news in upcoming issues of The Habitat and
on our website: www.caciwce.org, .

CACIWC news, continued on page 13
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by Attorney Janet Brooks

often iniricacies of the statute and how, primarily,

the state Supreme Court interprets those
provisions, It is rare when a constitutional right steals
the show. That is what happened on February 14th when
the Connecticut Supreme Court issued its unanimous
decision in Bozrah v. Chmurynski, 303 Conn. 676
(2012).! In that case the Supreme Court reversed the
trial court order requiring the private landowners (the
defendants) to allow the zoning enforcement officer
(the plaintiff) to inspect their residential property. The
Supreme Court held that the trial court did not apply the
standard of proof required by the Fourth Amendment
to the United States Constitution, which prohibits
unreasonable searches by the government unless a search
warrant is issued based upon probable cause. This case
did not break new ground. The state Supreme Court
relied on established precedent from the United State
Supreme Court,

The legal issues facing administrative agencies are

Why are you reading about a zoning enforcement case? '
Yes, there are differences between zoning statutes and
wetlands statutes. But the constitutional principles apply
equally to all of the land use administrative agencies.

In Chmurynski the zoning case involved inspection of

a residence and its curtilage. “Curtilage” was defined
earlier in United States v. Dunn, 480 U.S. 294 (1987),

as the area immediately surrounding a residence that
“harbors the ‘intimate activity associated with the
sanctity of 2 man’s home and the privacies of life.”
What happened in Bozrah: The first selectman directed
the zoning enforcement officer (ZEO) by e-mail to
inspect residential property at a specific address for
unregistered motor vehicles and “other junk.” Five
adults reside at the address, The ZEO arrived and
eventually spoke with the land owner who refused

to consent to the ZEQ's inspéction of the residential
property and curtilage, Without conducting a search the
ZEO observed the following while at the address:

e six vehicles

¢ not in disrepair

» with license plates

¢ registration status unknown.

The ZEO then consulted with the town attorney. The
ZEQ returned to the property. In the interim a fence had

;. Journey TO THE LEGAL HORIZON

Wetlands Agencies and the Fourth Amendment

been installed, blocking the view from the street. The
town initiated a civil suit seeking an injunction to allow
the ZEO to conduct the inspection authorized by CGS §
8-12. Here is where there is a difference between zoning
and wetlands law. There is reference to inspections in
the zoning law -- there is po reference to inspections in
the wetlands statutes.

Eventually the trial court held a hearing on the
request for injunction, an order requiring the land
owner to allow the ZEO to inspect the property,

and granted it, The trial court relied on the statute
and municipal regulation authorizing inspections. It
recognized that (1) the reasonableness requirement
of the 4th Amendment applies to zoning inspections,
(2) reasonableness can be satisfied with a valid
governmental purpose and concluded (3) a court-
ordered injunction is a proper vehicle to satisfy the 4th
Amendment’s “search warrant” requirement.

The Connecticut Supreme Court overturned the trial
court’s decision based on the following reasoning. The
4th Amendment protects against unreasonable searches.
Did the land owner have a reasonable expectation of
privacy? Yes. Residences and the curtilage area have

. been deemed areas of legitimate expectation of privacy.

The fence, once installed, defined the area of curtilage.
The 4th Amendment applies to all searches, not just
criminal investigations.

The state Supreme Court considered the type of search,
the nature of the premises and the governmental public
policies. In routine inspections of an entire area a
“relaxed probable cause standard” is acceptable. The
Court distinguished a search motivated by a specific
complaint with a general search of an area to implement
regulatory enforcement. An example given was the
routine annual inspection by a city housing inspector.
In that case the motivation was neutral, general and not
motivated by a complaint. But a specific search target,
a specific address, stemming from a complaint does not
fall into the relaxed standard.

Probable cause: what it isn't: it is not a “(c)ommon rumor

or report, suspicion, or even ‘strong reason to suspect’. . .”

and “simple good faith on the part of the arresting officer

is not enough . . . Often all that a wetlands agency or
legal, continued on page 4
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legal, continued from page 3

staff §&s knowledge of, when motivated to inspect private
propetty, is a rumor or suspicion, As you see, that does not
constitute probable cause.

Probable cause: what it is: “there must be a preliminary
showing of facts within the knowledge of the zoning
officer and of which that officer has reasonably
trustworthy information that are sufficient to cause a
reasonable person to believe that conditions constituting
a violation of the zoning ordinances are present on the
subject property.”

Finally, the state Supreme Court ruled that a judicial
hearing before a judge that results in an order requiring
the defendant fo allow a search of private property is

the functional equivalent of search warrant because the
individual’s right to be free from unreasonable searches
is protected in court proceedings. The difference is that a
search warrant is issued very quickly (within hours or a
day) of an ex parte hearing before a judge. A court order
occurs usually weeks, if not months, after the hearing
before the court has been held.

Are you thinking that the wetlands agency can just try
to apply to court for a search warrant to inspect property
for wetlands violation, as long as probable cause exists?
The Connecticut Supreme Court said ho'to the zoning”
enforcement officer -- for reasons that apply to wetlands
agencies as well. The Supreme Court noted that there

is no statutory authority in the zoning law to apply for

a civil search warrant. (If the state’s attorney office

had been pursuing criminal violations of the zoning

law, that office could have relied on general criminal
statutory provisions for a criminal search warrant,) The
Supreme Court held that it is a matter for the legislature
to address, not the courts.

For instance, the Commissioner of the Department

of Energy and Environmental Protection, does have
explicit statutory authority, CGS § 22a-6(a)(5), to seek

a civil, administrative search warrant. Additionally, the
Commissioner has explicit authority to delegate his right
to municipal authorities to enter onto property to conduct
inspections to carry out specifically enumerated regulatory
programs. That statutory right to delegate inspections,
CGS § 22a-2a, includes the tidal wetlands act, but does
not include the inland wetlands and watercourses act.

The state inland wetlands statute provides no authority

for municipal authorities to apply for administrative
search warrants or to inspect property for violations of the
wetlands laws.

Back to Bozrah case, the Supreme Court concluded: “We
do not believe that the mere fact that six vehicles, none
of which appeared to be in disrepair, were parked on the
property of a home where five adults resided provides
sufficient reason to suspect a violation of the Bozrah
zoning regulations.” Without probable cause there is no
basis to issue a search warrant, or in this case, a court
order mandating inspection.

It is important to remember that, with consent, the
agency may enter on private property. Your standard
agency permit application should have the applicant
granting consent to inspections necessary for the agency
to make a determination on the application. Your standard
agency permit should include a condition requiring the
permittee fo allow reasonable inspections of the property.
But for land owners or those conducting activities

without a permit, your agency should begin by asking for
permission to enter onto the property. If that is denied,
your agency should undertake inspections upon the advice
of legal counsel.

This article, in the space of one column, cannot serve as
a primer on 4th Amendment jurisprudence. This specific
Supreme Court case deals with residential property
and the curtilage associated with it, This may be one
of the few areas that I do not believe training will

" s6lve most or all of the problems. Access té legal

advice will be essential in determining whether the
4th Amendment applies, whether any exceptions
exist, and whether there is probable cause to seek a
court order to inspect property. This case should give
anyone reason to pause and seek legal advice before
entering property without the owner’s consent to
conduct a wetlands inspection.

Janet P. Brooks practices law in East Berlin. You can
read her blog at: www.ctwetlandslaw.com.

(Endnotes)

i You can read the case on the Judicial Website at: http:/fwww jud.
ct.gov/external/supapp/Cases/AR Ocr/CR303/303CR26.pdf. Or
go to: www.jud.ct.gov, click on Opinions, click on Supreme Court
Archives, click on 2012, click on February 14, click on the case.
il Bozrah v. Chmurynski, 303 Conn, 676, 686 (2012).

iii Bozrah v. Chmurynski, 303 Conn. 676, 692-693 (2012).

iv Bozrah v, Chmurynski, 303 Conn. 676, 695 n. 11 (2012},

v Bozrah v. Chmurynski, 303 Conn. 676, 693 (2012),

“The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses,
papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and

seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but
upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and
particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons
or things to be seized,” ~ The Fourth Amendment to the United
States Constitution #f
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Old Saybrook Consetvation Commission Institutes a Community
Sustainabih'ty Website &y Bob Fish, Old Saybrook Conservation Commission

fter spending the last eight years

pursuing and accomplishing many of the

goals spelled out in the Old Saybrook
Conservation Commission’s Plan of Conservation
& Open Space, the commission is developing an
update for this plan. This article provides a glimpse
of the path that led to the decision to focus the
update on Community Sustainability and how issues
and priorities will be determined.

The Old Saybrook Conservation Comimission’s
present Plan of Conservation & Open Space was
adopted in 2004. The plan’s purposes and uses

are many, including protecting the Town’s natural
resources and habitats, providing information to Land
Use regulatory commissions as they process land use
applications, and aiding the Town’s Land Acquisition
Committee in identifying properties of value to
preserve for future generations. This plan defines
the ongoing work of the Conservation Commission.
Priorities have been placed on developing greenways

* Low Impuct Devefupmem Analyses Des:gns & Reguluhons

* Desigh of Stormwater systems for water quality improvemeny
and volumetric reductions

* Third-party technical reviews of fand development projects

* General Civil Engineering services for land development projects,
including representation at land use egency meetings

* Expert testimony for court cases

* Educational werkshaps on Low Impact Development for Design
Professionals, municipal staff and land use commissions

Steven Trinkaus, PE, CPESC, CPSWQ
Trmkaus Engineering, LLC
114 Hunters Ridge Road
Southbury, CT 06488
203-264-4558 (phone & fax)
Email: strinkaus@earthlink.net

and trail systems for passive recreation, a Stewardship
Plan for town land, developing a Natural Heritage
Tour showcasing the town’s natural resources,
completing an Oyster River fishway system, and
attaining the town’s 21% Open Space goal.

Since the Town purchased the 315-acre property in
1999 now known as the Great Cedars Conservation
Area, residents have enjoyed the west side of this land
accessed from a rustic parking area on Ingham Hill
Road. The trails on the west side of this land lead
through Atlantic White Cedar swamps and the forest
as far west as the Town Park on Schoolhouse Road.
Trails have now been completed for the east side of
the Great Cedars Conservation Area, accessed by
means of a new parking area off Merritt Lane.

A new version of the Natural Heritage Tour of the
Town of Old Saybrook was published and distributed
to the public. It contains a self-guided tour map and
discussion of the town’s open spaces and preserved
natural resources. This has become a favorite for
visitors to the local Chamber of Commerce office.

For years, a fishway system for the Oyster River
watershed has been a part of the Town’s Plan of
Conservation & Development. The purpose of the
fishway system is to allow river herting and ecls to
reach their traditional habitat in the northwestern
part of town, as part of a larger effort to preserve
the overall environmental health of the Oyster river
watershed area and hence the town. The third and

final fish passage in the system, a natural fishway
0Old Saybrook, continued on page 14

{ - “Enhancing Properties & Communities

7 through
Exceptional Land Use Services”

4 Land Surveying »Civil Engineering « Planning & Zoning Consulting « Permitting
B 22 First Street, Stamford, CT 06305 203-327-0500  www.rednissmead.com [
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New App Provides Access to Soil Sutvey Information for

Land Use Commissions

new smartphone app o access soil survey in-
formation is now available as a free download
or both iPhone and Android users. Called
SoilWeb, the app combines online soil survey informa-
tion with the GPS capabilities of smartphones.

SoilWeb is a portable version of the UC Davis Califor-
nia Soil Resource Lab’s Web-based interface to digital
soil survey data from USDA’s Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS). Because the app provides
soil survey information in a mobile form, it is particu-
larly useful for those working in the field,

NRCS introduced the Web Soil Survey (WSS), an
online tool for accessing soils information, a few years
ago. It is great for users of soils information—engi-
neers, developers, farmers and many others—because it
provides quick access to the most current data produced
by the National Cooperative Soil Survey. Until recently,
a disadvantage of Web-based soil survey formats was
user access was limited to desktop computers with an
internet connection. That reason is why soil scientist Dr.
Dylan Beaudette (while still an undergraduate with UC
Davis California Soil Resource Lab) collaborated with
NRCS to develop the app.

SoilWeb can retrieve a graphic summary of soil types
in response to a user inquiry in the form of soil profile
sketches. Each profile sketch shows soil horizons (of-
ten compared to a vertical ice cream sandwich) made
up of layers of soil. Soil names, locations and taxo-
nomic categories are also shown.

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING SERVICES.
Wetland, Biological and Scil Surveys,
Impact Assessment and Mitigation Planning

- MICHAEL S. KLEIN, Principal -
Cerlified Professional Wetland Scientist / Registered Soit Scientist

89 BELKNAP ROAD » WEST HARTFORD, CT 06117
PHONE/FAX: (860) 236-1578

Email: michael.klein@epsct.com * Web: www.epsct.com

T~
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Clicking on soil sketches sends the user to the corre-
sponding Official Series Description, a user-friendly
narrative of commonly used soil properties such as
horizon depths, colors, texture, and rock fragment
content, Clicking on a soil name (listed above each
sketch) provides the user with a more detailed descrip-
tion including physical and chemical properties, defi-
nitions, and links to a variety of environmental data-
bases, This means that conservation or inland wetlands
commissions, a farmer, or even a backyard gardener
could use a smartphone to gain an understanding of
the soil type ini the surrounding landscape. Soil health
is a key factor in the success of plants—the type of
soil determines what nutrients are needed, as well as
how much water should be applied.




Editor s Note: The Council on Environmental Quality is required by law (CGS Section 22a-12) to recommend
legislation “for remedying the deficiencies of existing programs and activities” and offers appropriate
recommendations. The following article includes recommendations to the legislature regarding farm, fields am:
forests. For the full CEQ report and recommendations to the legislature go to http://www.ct.gov/ceq/lib/ceq/

Recommendations_for_Legislation_for 2012 pdf

Council on Envitonmental Quality’s Recommended Legislation for

Farm, Fields, and Forests

Status and Trends

Connecticut will need to preserve at least 2,000 acres
of farmland each year to meet its ultimate goal. For
the first time in nearly 20 years, the Department of
Agriculture met that mark in 2011.

The Farmland Preservation Advisory Board has
identified and rated 1,300 acres of active farmland
owned by the Departments of Mental Health and
Addiction Services, Correction and other agencies that
could be preserved at virtually no cost, Though owned
by the state, these productive lands currently are not
preserved in perpetuity. '

Nobody knows how many acres of forest and other
open space land have been preserved for conservation

- purposes throughout the state, or where Connecticut
stands in relation to its statutory goal of preserving
21% of the land. It is clear, however, that the state itself
is making very little progress toward its own goal of
profecting the best ten percent through state ownership.

2012 Legislation Recommendations

* No-cost acquisitions: Adopt legislation to
permanently protect farmland owned by state
agencies by establishing a goal and process,
and direct the Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection (DEEP) to include
in its 2012 revision of the “Green Plan” (CGS
Section 23-8(b)) an assessment of undeveloped
parcels owned by other state agencies that
might warrant permanent conservation.

* Maintain the current capital budget for

; the Department of Agriculture’s farmland

preservation (through purchase of development
rights) program.

o Authorize sufficient funds (probably $20
million) to preserve 12,000 acres per year of
open space by DEEP and state grant recipients.

This 12,000-acre annual farget includes the
hundreds or thousands of uncounted acres
preserved annually by municipalities and land
trusts at no cost to the state.

“This is the top priovity that has been voiced
by the land frust community [137 land trusts].
But for lack of state funding, we could move
Jforward on the conservation transactions
in our queune.” -- Amy Paterson, CT Land
Conservation Council, CEQ’s November 16,
2011 Public Forum

o Improve the state’s strategy for conserving
- land, especially for wildlife habitat. Require
DEEP to identify the highest priority
conservation lands in its 2012 revision of the
“Green Plan”. '

o Establish a registry of preserved lands, built
on voluntary reporting by municipalities
and private organizations. This could be
accomplished by designating a registry
created and operated by a nongovernmental
organization,

“The CACIWC [Connecticut Association
of Conservation and Inland Wetlands
Commissions] Board of Directors supports
these recommendations, in particular
CACIWC is very much in favor of establishing
a statewide registry of preserved lands.”
e CACIWC, CEQ’s Public Forum

Proposed Legislation related to CEQ
Recommendations
As we go to press, none proposed.

WwwH.caciwe.org



Editor’s Note: The following open space “encounter” was in an unsolicited email received from Rod Parlee,
Chagggean, Bolton Conservation Commission. With his permission—enjoy. Would you like to share an Open

Space Tale? Contact the Editor.

Open Space Tales: An Encounter with a Bull Moose

n the way to Freja Park (Bolton, CT)
yesterday about 5 pm, I had an encounter
with a bull moose! While enjoying the spring
like weather in February (2012) and hiking at a slow
rate, much to my surprise on the ridgeline was a dark
shaped object. I first thought it was a bear standing
on his hind legs and
began to retreat, but
after focusing my
eyes I quickly saw
that it was a BULL
MOOSE! It was
standing and facing
me about 100 yards
away. I already had
my camera out and
in my hand, soI
began snapping away,
then zooming in. I ~
recalled taking photos
years ago, of the
Avalon caribou herd
in New Foundiand
and learned how
they have terrible ~
eye sight, so I didn’t move. Iremembered the Native
American slogan that when a pine needle falls on the
forest floor, the eagle sees it, the bear smells it and the
deer hear it. For about five minutes we both didn’t
move. He eventually bobbed his head up and down,

heard my camera, picked up my scent and changed his
direction from heading right toward me to headina -
more southerly direction into the 21-acre Freja Park.
This park borders Notch Pond that would be suitable
habitat for a moose if it wasn’t for the highway on the
other side. This bull moose looked to be a two pointer,
two points of antlers
on each side. It also
looked like it was
being foliowed, by
maybe a cougar?

Three years ago |
was so fortunate to
see a Fisher near
Freja Park, now a
moose! Possibly,
my next sighting will
earn me $100 with a
photo of a mountain
lion or cougar,

Lets continue to work
‘hard and preserve
special places

like Freja Park and what remaining unfragmented
forests we have left so that future generations can
encounter the same incredible and diverse wildlife.

Here is my photo. Enjoy ~ Rod &

STEVEN DANZER, PHD & ASSOCIATES LLC
Wetlands & Envivoumental Consultiny

STEVEN DANZER, PHD

Professtonal Wetland Setentist (Pws)
Sofl scientist

203 451-8319
WWW.CTWETLANDSCONSULTING.COM

WETLAND BOUNDARIES » POND & LAKE MANAGEMENT
CONSTRUCTION FEASIBILITY CONSULTATIONS » ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

. %,
£¢ Connwood Foresters, Inc,
Serving CT, MA, RI & NY  Since 1945

Expert Witness Services
Timber Sales and Appraisals
Boundary Location/Maintenance
Invasive Species Control
GI1S & GPS Mapping

Forest Stewardship Plans
Property Tax and Cost Savings
‘Baseline Documentation Reports
Wildlife Habitat Improvements
Permit Acquisition

USDA NRCS Technical Service Provider for
Gov. funded stewardship plans/activities
for land trusts & individuals

860-349-9910 CONNWOOD.COM
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Editors Note: The Council on Environmental Quality is required by law (CGS Section 22a-12) to recommend
legislation “for remedying the deficiencies of existing programs and activities” and offers appropriate
recommendations. For the full CEQ report and recommendations to the legislature go to http:/fwww.ct.gov/ceq/

lib/ceq/Recommendations_for_Legislation for 2012 pdf

CEQ Legislative Recommendations for Other Environmental Issues

ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES
llegal use of ATVs damages trails, parks, nature
preserves and other properties. Enforcement is difficult.

“ATVs are the largest problem facing the
volunteer maintainers of Connecticut’s hiking
trails.” -- The Connecticut Forest and Park
Asseciation, CEQ Forum

2012 Legislation Recommendations
Improve law enforcement agencies’ ability to enforce
existing laws by:
1) requiring registration and
2) including forfeiture of the vehicle as a

potential penalty. '

"

Proposed Legislation related to CEQ
Recommendations

As we go to press, none proposed,

ILLEGAL TREE DESTRUCTION

A person who deliberately cuts trees on another
person’s property without permission will owe almost
nothing in damages, if a civil action ever is brought.

2012 Legislation Recommendations

In civil court, allow victims of illegal tree cutting to
recover costs of replanting and restoration. This would
extend to all landowners the remedies made available
to public landowners with great success under P.A.
06-89 (CGS Section 52-560a, encroachments on open
space lands).

Proposed Legislation related to CEQ
Recommendations
As we go to press, none proposed.

AIr PoLLuTION FROM_OUuTDOOR WOOD

FURNACES

Much DEEP staff time is consumed by responding
to complaints about outdoor wood furnaces (OWFs),
which are subject to set-back requirements but no
emission limits,

“The current requirements are not only
insufficient to protect the public’s health
from OWF emissions but also challenge the
resources of local public health departments,
which must investigate every complaint.”

-- Alyssa Norwood, Connecticut Association of
Directors of Health, CEQ Public Forum

2012'Legislation. Recommendations

1) Enact a motatorium on out-door wood furnaces
until DEEP adopts regulations that establish maximum
emission levels. _

2) Require DEEP to adopt regulations governing
maximum emission levels from OWFs, both new and
existing, by 2014. .

3) Authorize DEEP to enforce the statute and
regulations through administrative action.

4) Clarify ambiguous aspects of the statute, including
the point of a residence from which distances are
measured, and the obligation for all OWFs to burn
clean wood only.

5) Clarify that local building officials and health
officials regulate OWFs, and allow municipalities to
collect the penalties,

Proposed Legislation related to CEQ
Recommendations

Raised Bill No. 84: To prohibit the use of wood-
burning furnaces between May first and September
thirtieth. To review Bill 84, go to cga.ct.gov, type in 84
in box labeled Number at top and click on GO.

WWW.CAciwc.org
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Fairfield Iw Plainville 1w Woodstock cC 4
Glastonbury CcC+lw  (SUS) Plymouth CCH+IW Woodstock w
Goshen cC Pomfret w

As of March 1, 2012, the above Town commissions have supported CACIWC through
membership dues for the 2011-2012 fiscal year (July1, 2011 - June 30, 2012). If your
Commission is not on the list, please encourage your commission to join. For a membership
dues form go to caciwc.org, click on About CACIWGC, scroil to Membership and down load

form;
Member Commissions receive a copy of Th

or email todell@snet.net. If we are in error we apologize and would appreciate knowing.
e Habitat for each commissioner if dues have been

paid. Please consider joining as a sustaining member (SUS).

CC = COnservagion Commission
IW = Inland Wetlands Commission

CC+IW = Combined Commission

Z+IW = Zoning/Inland Wetlands Commission

save the date!

CACIWC’s 35th Anni;lg:ii Meeﬁng &
Environmental Conference is scheduled
for Saturday, November 10, 2012,

Ferrucci & Walicki, LLC
WWW.FWFORESTERS.COM

MARK KASINSKAS, DAN PERACCHID, IMIKE FERRUCE), Tom WALICK!

Open Space Management Plans
Recreation Trails
Baseline Mapping & GIS
Habitat Improvement
Municipal Watershed Management
Timber Harvest Planning & Oversight
USDA-NRCS Technical Service Provider

860-349-7007

Water / Wastewater
Stormwater
Watershed Studies
Ecological Risk Assessments
, Ecological Restoration
Third-Party Review of Plans and Permit Applications
Wetlands Delineations
Water Quality and Biological Monitoring

Conneclicut - Massachusells - Rhode Island - South Caroling’

800-286-2469

www.findo.com’

www,.cachwe.org



IW legislation, continued from page 1

DERg®made the first segment of the comprehensive
training program available online, but there is a fee to
complete the segment.

2012 Legislation Recommendations

Modify requir‘éments and incentives for members and
staff of municipal inland wetlands and watercourses
agencies to complete training. Improvements should
include

¢ arequirement for all new members to complete
“Basic Training,” a new class of training that
would be created by the Department of Energy
and Environmental Protection (DEEP) and
would include an online fraining option,

* arequirecment for locally-designated agents
(usually town staff) to complete the annual
training update to maintain their eligibility for
enhanced authorities,

» more subsidies to allow more municipal
officials to attend training or complete
training online for free (for an additional state
appropriation of $12,000), and

¢ annual tracking and reporting by DEEP of
municipalities’ training status, including
commissions’ fulfillment of their current
obligation to review training materials at a
local meeting once each year. This can be
achieved by modifying municipalities’ current
reports to DEEP.

Questions and comments are welcome at Council on
Environmental Quality 79 Elm Street Hartford, CT
06106 860-424-4000, karl.wagener@ct.gov.

“The CACIWC [Connecticut Association
of Conservation and Inland Wetlands
Commissions| Board of Directors supports
these recommendations.” -- CACIWC, CEQ%
November 16, 2011 Public Forum

Proposed Legislation related to CEQ

Recommendations

Raised Bill 349, An Act Concerning Training for
Inland Wetlands Agency Members and Agents. To
review and track the progress and changes to RB 349
in the legislature go to: http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/
TOB/S/20128B-00349-R00-SB.htm. «
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- EJ Prescott
Is Your Local Source For
NPDES COMPLIANCE.

3

. SOMETIMES YOU NEED A SPECIALIST.

MNorth American Green, Marth American Green
Inc., the natlon’s feading rofled erosion control produces
erasion control blanket are guaranteed to assist In
and turf reinforcement reeting the EPA's NPDES

ER

preduct manufacruren, Phase Il regufations for
is pleased to offer our GREEN eroston controf on slopes,

products through O e Turiony  drainage channels,

this local shorellnes
saurce with and active
speciaized fob sites

knowledge, to reduce
alning and |52 J sediment
expertise, NFDES Complasce Is es easy ov hntaliog migratian.

Horth Aroericon Green wroslon contred prodvas
eveidalie kocaly snly throtgh i auth suurcel

If you need Information about the Phase 1) rules or the

North American Green products that can ensurs your job site is
. cornpliznt, talk to the local Erosian Control Spedalists today ab

Team EJ Prescott
36 Ciark Road * Yernen, CT 06066
(B&D) 875-9711

' Narth Amerlcan Green 1-800-772-2040

AER!

Applied Ecology Research Institute

Providing Solutions for Connecticut’s
Inland Wetlands & Conservation Commissions

Michael Aurelia
Certified Professional Wetlands Scientist
72 Oak Ridge Street  Greenwich, CT 06830
203-622-9297
maaurelia@optonline.net

Spring 2012

by




CACIWC news, continued from page 2

4. CACIWC has joined numerous other land use and
environmental agencies throughout New England that
are working on the Connecticut River Watershed
Blueway proposal. This proposal, inspired by the
America’s Great Outdoors Initiative, is one of many
efforts by the National Park Service to establish a
series of blueways throughout the nation. In addition
to preserving important watershed areas, these initia-
tives are designed to improve recreational access and
appreciation of the outdoors and our important natural
resources by all members of our society including our
youth, CACIWC will be providing additional infor-
mation on this initiative as we work closely with com-
missions throughout the Connecticut River Watershed.

5. The new members and officers of the Board of
Directors are several months into their new two-year
term following our 34th Annual Meeting. The board
is reviewing suggested candidates for additional new
board members from various names submitted at the
annual meeting. However, many CACIWC board
vacancies remain (please see the list in this issue of
The Habitat and on www.caciwe.org). CACIWC
bylaws specify that any past or present member of

Connecticut conservation or inland wetlands commis-
sions or their agent are eligible serve. Would you be
interested in filling one of these vacancies? Please
submit your name to us for consideration at: board@
caciwc.org.

6. Would you like to work with CACIWC but are too
busy to join the board at this time? We are forming scv-
eral CACIWC advisory committees to help us with our
education and outreach efforts, strategic plan and bylaws
revisions, or participate in the review of legislative initia-
tives. Let us know by sending your name and interest
area to us at: board@caciwc.org.

Thank you again for your ongoing support of

CACIWC. Please do not hesitate to contact us via

email at board@caciwe.org if you have any questions
or comments on the above items or if you have other
questions of your board of directors.

We thank you for your local wetlands protection and
conservation efforts! ~ Alan J, Siniscalchi, President

Pervious Concrete: Green Building At Its Best!
= Reduces stormwater runoff (Recognized by the

EPA as BMP [Best Management Practices]

for stormwater runoff)

Provides sustainable and cost-effective approach vs.
expensive traditional stormwater management

Offers diverse LID applications including parking
lots, walks, pathways, trails, and driveways |
Includes durable and beautiful design options such as
architectural finishes and coloring.

Contact Exccutive Director Jim Langlois of the Connecticut Concrete Promotio
560.563.0616 = JimLary

WWHL.CACIWE. Org 13




Old Saybrook, continued from page 5
aroindl the dam at Crystal Lake, was completed in
May of 2009.

An Open Space Map of the Town of Old Saybrook
has been completed. At the present time, open space
totals approximately 20% of the Town’s land area.
With the Open Space Subdivision regulations passed
by the Zoning Commission that require all large
developments to set aside at least 50% of their land
area in open space, it would appear that it is only a

" matter of time before at least 25% of the land area of
the Town is set aside as open space.

Looking forward, it is time to update the commission’s
Plan of Conservation & Open Space. With the present
concerns for sustainability, climate change and energy
independence in this country, the new plan needs to
address what we can do locally to help with these
national and world efforts. At the very least, the plan
should include a strong energy conservation program
and a prograim of public outréach and education to
encourage a stronger culture for environmental issues
and a better understanding of what actions are most
important for the town’s sustainability.

In order to address this need for public outreach,

the Conservation Commission has launched a new
website, SustainableSaybrook.org. This website will
be the vehicle used to solicit Old Saybrook citizens’
input into all the priorities for the future of the Town.
It will address not only Environmental issues, but also
issues of Economics and Social Equity, as these are all
essential to the sustainability of our town,

The website will develop strategies and goals in

each of these twelve areas: access & mobility, the
economy, the environment, education, energy, food,
identity & culture, health, waste management, housing
& shelter, social equity, and water. The goals will be
established collaboratively with the town’s citizens,
community-based organizations, local government
agencies, and business groups. Among the partners so
far are the Connecticut River Area Health District, the
Main Street Merchants, the Old Saybrook Land Trust,
the Old Saybrook Land Use Department, and the Old
Saybrook Youth & Family Services. Other community
partners are anticipated.

For each of the twelve major areas, there is first a brief
“big picture” section describing the national and world

14 The Habitat |

issue. Then the issue is translated into its local impact,
and local goals for addressing the issue are proposed
for comment. Following that opening page in each
area, articles concerning the local issue are included.

Please visit www.SustainableSaybrook.org for a better
look at this work in progress.

For more information contact Bob Fish at: rfish@
town.old-saybrook.ct.us. /“'

The Source for Compast and Soil

Including: Wetland Soil and Organic Fertilizer

800-313-3320 WWW.AGRESOURCEINC.COM

Tl
« Wetlands Delineation
Assessment & Mitigation

» Biological Surveys

00 Maiﬁ Stfeet, Su'it_e C :
Wllimalﬁtig:,'_Ci'. 06226

Spring 2012



Farmland ConneCTjions:
Exploring the Benefits of -
Leasing Land to Farmers in CT

hile demand for locally grown farm

and food products has skyrocketed over

the past decade, farmers looking for
productive farmland for new or expanding operations
face a particular challenge in Connecticut: one of
the country’s highest farm real estate values. Many
farmers are now pursuing legal lease agreements
with municipalities and land trusts in order to

secure farmland with suitable soils. For a municipality,

institution or land trust, making land available for
farming can have many benefits, including helping to
connect with town residents, as well as reducing the
costs of owning and maintaining arable land.

Interested in exploring the possibility of leasing land
to a farmer? Contact Project Coordinator Jennifer
McTiernan, at farmlandconnections@gmail.com.

Reprinted from WLA December 2011 Newsletter &

New England Wetland Plants, Inc.
Wholesale Native Plant Nursery

Your source for:
Treées, Shrubs, Ferns, Flowering Perennials, and Grasses
Coastal and Inland Wetland Plants
Specialty Seed Mixes ‘
Cou: Iogs, Straw Wattles, BIankets, a.nd Ma!:s

For Comcn'\uon chtonuon \Vntcr Qu‘\]it) Bmm \’mlral Lﬂnduapmu

New England Wetland Plants, Inc.
820 West Street, Amherst, MA 01002
Phone: (413) 548-8000 Fax (413) 5494000

Law OFFICES OF

Br :':I.HSEZ7 Wl”lS & Knapp, LLC

Zoning & Inland Wetlands -
Commercial & Residential Real Estate
Business Law ¢ Municipal Law

Wﬂls & Probate 3

MARK K BRANSE MATIHEW L. "WiLLIS
Eric Knapp « RoNALD F. OCHSNER
BRENDAN SCHAIN

148 Eastern Boulevard, Suite 301 .
Glastonbury, CT 06033 :
Tel: 860.659.3735 ¢ ;_ng:_86_02_659.:9368 _

500 professmnals collaborate to
prove the communities in which we operate.

A'Wé provide innovative solutions for wetiand
delineation and permitting, wildlife assessment,
green infrastructure design, stormwater

- permitting, civil & environmental engineering

In Connecticut, contact our Middletown location at
{860) 635 8200 or Trumbull at (203) 268 8990

www.ghd.com

www.caciwce.org
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DEEP Announces New Roundﬂof Open S':'-:ace Gtants Funding

Background on State Open Space Grants
This year the State Bond Commission allocated $5 million to the DEEP for the Open Space and Watershed
Land Acquisition Grant Program. Additional funds may become available under the state’s Commumty

Investment Act (CIA). See page 1 for grant round specifics.

The Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition grant program has played a key part in helping the state
move forward toward achieving its open space protection goal of protecting 21 percent of Connecticut’s
land — or 673,210 acres — by the year 2023, Connecticut’s open space includes recreation and conservation
land owned or protected by the state and land owned or protected by municipalities and others, often with
state financial assistance. DEEP and our partners have protected over 15 percent of Connecticut’s land

as designated open space, comprising nearly 500,000 acres. Since the Open Space and Watershed Land
Acquisition program began in 1998, DEEP has provided approximately $102,000,000 in grants to assist
with the purchase of approximately 26,000 acres of open space across the state in 120 of Connecticut’s
cities and towns.

Under the Community Investment Act, Public Act 05-228, a fee was established for the recording of all
documents into municipal land records. The CIA was designed to protect and preserve the beauty and
unigue character of Connecticut for future generations by providing a new source of funding for open space,
protection of farmland, preservation of historic sites and creation of additional affordable housing programs.

The Habitat | 12
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Trust’s Annual Dinner A Night Of Renewal, Recognition

The Joshua’s Trust annual meeting is a time for renewal
and recognition; and this year’s meeting was no exception.

Four new trustees were voted onto the board, and sev-
eral members were recognized for their generous and tire-
less efforts on behalf of the organization.

The April 19 celebration was even held at a new loca-
tion — Wilderness Campground in Willington, where Tom
O’Connor catered a delicious chicken dinner.

Afterward, Dr. Tom Worthley, a Connecticut state ex-
tension agent, gave a most informative talk on the rela-
tionship among the invasive Japanese barberry which of-

fers ideal protection for field mice which harbor deer-

ticks, the carricrs of many diseases, among them Lyme.
The four new Trustees voted on to the Board were Rudy
Favretti and Greg Padick from Mansfield, Fran Funk from

Coventry, and Angelika Hansen from Hampton (see Page
4 for further information on each Trustee).

The Sam Dodd award, designed to recognize a specific
project carried out by a self-motivated steward, went to
Joe Charron for the habitat restoration work he has under-
taken at our Pigeon Swamp Preserve in Lebanon for more
than ten years.

Joe has returned abandoned fields, terribly overgrown
with a wide assortment of invasive species, to an early
successional habitat friendly to a wide variety of wildlife.

Continued on Page Four

Pictured above: At left, members await their dinner at the
beginning of the annual meeting at the new venue, At right,
three of this year’s award recipients — Joe Charron, Bob
Schoff and Chuck Vinsonhaler,

This Year’s Tasting Festival Will Expand Your Horizon

The Joshua’s Trust Wine Tasting Festival has become a
popular annual event, and this year
will expand to offer a selection of
craft beers and specialty liquors,

Co-sponsored with Bombadil’s
Spirit Shop, the festival will have 15
vendors, live music, and delicious
hors d’oeuvres. It is a great opportu-
nity to sample a wide variety of bev-
erages, order at a discount, and have
fun with friends in the Joshua’s Trust
community.

The Big Jump Band will perform.

Mark your calendar for Sunday, May 20, 4 — 6:30 p.m.
at the Hampton Community Center, 178
Main Street, a beautifully renovated
Grange Hall dating to 1906.

The remarkably talented band Big
Jump will perform. Check them out on
YouTube or Facebook,

The cost is $35 per person for mem-
bers; $40 for non-members. The reser-
vation form is available at
www joshuasiandtust.org and on the
back of this newsletter.

Learn About The Newest. Trustees! See Page Four.
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Joshua’s Tract
Conservation And
Historic Trust, Inc.

P.O.BOX 4
MANSFIELD CENTER, CT 06250

Email: joshuastrust@snet.net
www.joshuaslandtrust.org

OFFICERS:

President: Allison Burchell -Robinson
Vice President: Mona Anderson

VP Land Acq: Richard Hyde
Secretary: Carol Enright

Treasurer: Hamitton Holt

Asst. Treasurer: Pat Mochet

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Donald Cianc, Columbia  Dsborah Lee, Eastiord
Robert Dubes, Chaplin Scott R. Matthies, Chaplin
Rudy Favreiti, Mansfield  Greg Padick, Mansfield
Sara Stefon Fusco, kebanen  Bonnie Ryan, Mansfield
Fran Funk, Covenlry Nancy Silander, Mansfield
Brent Golier, Tolland Ted Talgen, Tolland
Angelika Hansen, Hampten Eric Thomas, Coventry
Melane Johnston, Hamplon  Chuck Vinsonhaler, Mansfield

Margaret Welsh, Ashford

Conservation Coordinator; Siephanie Clark
Gristmilf Management: Isabelle Atwood -
Stewardship: Joan Hill

Membership: Bonnle Ryan, Marietta Johnson
Newsletter: Nancy Silander, Paul Sfern

Joshua's Tract Conservation and
Historic Trust was formed in 1966 to
receive gifts of money and land, or to
buy land of historic, aesthetic, or scien-
tific value, for the benefit of future gen-
erations.

1t is designed to supplement the open
space efforts of federal, state and local
governments. The Trust protects over
4,100 acres in the region, mairitains
trails which are open to the public, and
publishes The Joshua’s Tract Walk
Book,

The office is located in the historic
Eagleville Schoolhouse, South Eagleville
Rd., in Mansfleld.

Office hours: Thurs.1:30-3:30 pm.

The acerediation seal

"QREDI )"0 recognizes fand conser-

- o) vation organizalions that
5 meet national standards
> z  forexcelience, uphold
?,;ﬁ ¢ « 5 thepublictustand
0,34 p 1o’ e ensure that conservation
"4¥ 10 O efforts are permanent.

Raising The Trust’s Profile

This past year has been one of

changes and challenges.

As many of you are aware, we
changed the dues structure for the first
time in many years.

We introduced Pay Pal as a means of
renewing memberships, making coniri-
butions, and signing up for special
events and walks on line.

¢ What towns we represent,
* What we do with the land,
» How we acquire our land,
» Where our properties are,
» What role volunteers play,
* Who our leaders are,
¢ How one becomes a member,
This is pretty basic
to you because you

We added an office
cletk part time and
hired a new conserva-
tion coordinator.

REFLECTIONS
ON THis

know what the Trust
does. Your neighbor,
business  acquaint-

We held a retreat AND THAT ance, Triendly store-
for the Board which ] eeper or relafive may
By Allison not.

allowed for informal

Burchell-Robinson

socializing as well an
in-depth look at the

Joshua’s Trust President

Instead of taking for
granted that everyone
knows about us and

acquisition of land
and the related costs.

We trademarked the critter!

And, as with all changes, we chal-
lenged the Board and the Committees to
do better. To do better, you need to iden-
tify those areas for improvement or
those that require change,

An area that we discovered where big
improvements and changes are needed is
with Joshua’s Trust’s profile. It is lower
among our 14 towns than we thought.

There are
many out
there who are
unaware of...

e Our pur-
pose, (Recent
conversation
with a man:
“So what are |
you, a bunch
of free hug-
gers?” To my
response that
we were a
land conser-
vation organi-
zation  that
protected
land, he walked off saying: “Isn’t that
what | just said?")

the importance of our
mission, let’s take it upon ourselves to
spread the word. Invite your neighbor to
go for a walk on one of our properties in
your town. Share your Walkbook or
invite them to join and get a Walkbook
of their own,

Tell them about the special events
held throughout the year and buy them a
ticket if necessary. Take your class or
your club on a nature walk, Talk about
the Trust at the functions yvou attend or

ask for a
speaker from
the Trust.
Give gift
memberships.
I want to
challenge you,
our members,
to spread the
w or d
Joshua’s Trust
is not a secret
- society, a
closed organi-
zation, a pri-
vate club.
Joshua's Trust

belongs to all of us.
Get the word out even if you have to
shout it.

A CORRECTION: The list of donors published in the March newslet-
tex was for the year 2011, not 2009 as was incorrectly reported.




Annual Report 2012

Joshua’s Trust Newsletter

9 3

Walking The Walk In The Local Env1r0nment

On a beautiful earty spring afternoen, 14 walkers
accompanied leader Sarah Stratton and steward
Mona Anderson on a walk at Knowlton Woods.

They saw remarkable evidence of the recent storms
and of invasive plants, as well as of current mammal )
and bird activity. Particularly amazing were the tree
trunks where the piliated woodpecker had drilled
holes near the marshy areas of the trail.

Despite the early season, several wildflowers were
already visible, and skunk cabbage was all along the
streams. Mona added a lot of information about the
carlier history of the property, as the walkers passed
by old well holes and trash piles. .

Walks are scheduled approximately once a month,
Email us if you would like to receive email alerts
from the Walking Group (joshuastrust@snet.net), or
go to the web page for updated information.

The walking group heads down Knowlton Hill.

Celebrate National T} razls Day With A Visit To Potter’s Meadow

Be sure to check 1oca1 publications for a mimber of spe-
cial walks to celebrate National Trails Day on June 2.
Joshua’s Trust will sponsor a walk that day at Potter’s
Meadow in Columbia from 10— 11 a.m.

Native Americans and Europeans have left their mark on
this flood plain area, and it continues to be full of abun-

dant wildlife including beaver, ofter, and many bird spe-
cies. Please, no dogs. The route is about 1 mile and will
be muddy if there has been recent rain. Heavy rain can-
cels and pre-registration is not necessary. Meet at the end
of Commerce Drive. Please contact the leader, Joan Hill,
if you have any questions at (860) 228-2849.

Coventry Has Begun Allocating Open Space Funds

While Coventry has a long history with Joshua’s Trust,
being among the first towns to have land deeded to the

Trust —the Taylor Preserve in 1980— the town has only

recently begun including money in its annual budget for
open space and development
rights.

The town, with money from this
past year’s budget, along with
Joshua’s Trust and the Connecti-
cut Farmland Trust, is buying the
development rights to the Rey-
nolds’ farm on Flanders Road.

John Elsesser, Coventry Town
Manager, is very excited about
the town’s first foray into pur-
chasing development rights, par-
ticularly because this parcel has
frontage along the Willimantic

Coventry’s Elizabeth Couch Preserve

River, and also will allow the town to piece together other
open space parcels nearby, creating a habitat corridor.

There are three other Trust properties in Coventry, too:
the Breen parcel on Old Eagleville Road, Broadway

~ Meadow on North Farms Road, and

the Elizabeth Couch Preserve on
Cooper Hill Road.

In addition, there are approximately
86 acres of conservation easements.

According to Trustee Eric Thomas,
putting money towards open space
acquisition continues to be a chai-
lenge in Coventry.
i He is hoping to raise Coventry’s
| citizens’awareness with the Trust
banner that will be on the town green
for three weeks beginning in mid-
April.
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Four New Trustees Join The Governing Board

Four new members have been elected to the Board of
Trustees: Rudy Favretti and Greg Padick from Mansfield,
Fran Funk from Coventry, and Angelika Hansen from
Hampton,

Rudy Favretti is no stranger to Joshua’s Trust as he is an
original founding member, He has never served as a Trus-
tee but he has been an active member over the years, and
has been the featured speaker several times at the annual

meetings, Rudy has lived in Mansfield most of his adult .

life, raising his three children here with his wife Joy.

He carned degrees from UConn and Cornell in Plant
Science, and in landscape architecture and land planning,
as well as regional planning from UMass. He is now pro-
fessor emeritus of landscape architecture, a program he
founded and taught in for over thirty years. He is the au-
thor of fourteen books and numerous articles and pam-
phlets on various aspects of land planning and preserva-
tion, as well as on the local hisfory of Mansfield’s vil-
lages. He currently is overseeing the writing of a history
of the Trust,

He has been active on a number of town committees,
most notably as chair of the Planning and Zoning Com-
mittee. He would parficularly like the Trust to put some
more emphasis on the second part of their name — Historic

- since this is another important layer to land preservation.
Fran Funk returns to the board after an over 30 year
absence when she was president of the Board from 1977-
1978. She is a native Nutmegger, but also has ties to New
s Lo #FR York City.
| A resident of Coventry for over 40
years where she raised her two
{ boys- with her husband, she has
been active on several town com-
mittees including the Beautification
Committee and the Conservation
Commission for which she also
served as Chair. Her career as a
: photojournalist often illustrated her
Fran Funk commitment to land preservation
and her belief that permanent open space is an essential
part of urban landscapes.

Angelika Hansen was born in Germany and came to
the U.S. as a child. After receiving her degree in anthro-
pology in Queens and working in New York City, she
moved to Hampton where she and her husband have lived
for over 30 years. She began a new career in real estate in
which she continues to be active. : :

Continued on next page

Their Dedication To Conservation Brings Thanks

Continued from Page One

The Mighty Oak Award, given for long and steady
stewardship service, went to Bob Schoff for his longtime
stewardship of Iron Mine Valley in Ashford and his par-

ticipation  in
countless work
parties.

The Presiden-
tial Citation for
volunteerism
went to Chuck
Vinsonhaler for
his  tireless
work in what-
ever  capacity
he is asked,

The Trust also
gives two con-
servation
awards annu-
ally, one to a

Prof. Mark Westa, at left, Andrew
Brown and Kelsey Sullivan accept the
conservation award for Eco House,

group and the other to an individual.

Eco House at the University of Connecticut received the
group conservation award for their service efforts in con-
servation both on the UConn campus and in a number of
local towns.

On campus, the group sponsors cleanups, waste audits,
recycling, and other green initiatives. Locally, they have
worked on trail and river clean-ups, supported vegetable
gardens at local schools, and constructed flower gardens at
Windham Hospital among many of their efforts,

Professor Mark Westa, the director, Kelsey Sullivan,
and Andrew Brown accepted the award on behalf of their
fellow students.

The individual award recognized Hill Bullard for his
long-term service to the Trust, in particular for his leading
role in defining and marking the boundaries of the Trust’s
properties.

He has also served the Trust in many other capacitics
over the years, including President from 2001-2005, and
most recently as a band member of Juniper Hill Jumpers
whose recent concert benefited the land acquisition fund.
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Favretti, Funk, Hansen And Padick Join The Board

Coniinued from previous page

She has served on a number of civic boards in Hamp-
ton including the Historical Society, the Beautification
Committee, and the Recreation Committee, She is also a
Justice of the Peace and a Friend of Trail Wood. A num-
ber of her hobbies have an-outdoor focus including birding
and gardening.

Angelika has admired Joshua’s Trust for a number of
years and credits Marcia Kilpatrick with getting her in-
volved. She is eager to find out where her energies can
best be put.

Greg Padick has been a member of the Trust and an
area resident for over 40 years, first in Coventry, then in
Mansficld, He graduated from UConn with degrees in
finance and in economics and began his career as a town
planner in Coventry, continuing in Mansfield until he re-
tired last year.

Help Build A Butterfly Garden

During his 30 years with Mansfield he was most often
involved with coordinating the town’s conservation and
development plans, and was responsible for helping to
protect over 2,500 acres.
' Because the town of Mansficld
works closely with Joshua’s Trust
on issues regarding open space, he
has probably talked with every
president over the years.

In addition, he often worked with
the Trust informally as a steward for
Wolf Rock and marking trails. He
and his wife, Patricia Swords, live

: in Mansfield where they raised their
Greg Padick _two daughters.

Nancy Polydys and Marcia Kilpatrick leave the board
as the new members arrive. Their years of service were
acknowledged at the annual meeting.

Our Volunteers Are Our
Most Important Asset

With its management plan approved,
work is going forward to make the
Allanach-Wolf Preserve in Windham
one of our premier preserves.

We are currently working on install-
ing a butterfly garden that will feature
plants that are attractive hosts for both
larvae as well as nectar, We need
volunteers to help plant, water, and
weed out the invasive plants
(including lots of free forsythia and
lilac) during the first growing season.

Since most of the new plantings will
be natives, little maintenance other

than dead-heading and light weeding
will be necessary in future years. If
you can help, please contact Joan Hill
at 860-228-2849 or email her
at jhill003@charter.net.

For a different take on helping out at
Joshua's Trust properties, check out
the blog that the UCAELI class put
together about their service day work-
ing outside at the Allanach-Wolf Pre-
serve.

The students were very excited about
participating in a unique American
experience.

Volunteers are owr most important asset.

In her annual repod, Trust President
Allison Burchell-Robinson reported that
Trust volunfeers logged over 7,500 hours
of work on the organization’s behalf.

Paying them for that work at the current
ananal minimum wage would cost over
$65,000.

Perhaps the most active commitiee is
the stewardship committee, chaired by
Joan Hill.

It received two grants to help improve
habitats or to do outreach. Trail Crew
membership grew to 38, and its members
logged over 300 hours.

After Years Of Service, They Take Leave With Our Gratitude

Without the tireless commitment of a number of people,  Betty Robinson for her long service as steward at

the Trust would not be able to function as well as it does.

A round of applause and a huge thank you to the follow-
ing people who are retiring from their many years of ser-
vice as stewards or trustees:

« The Rich Moynihan Family — stewards of Bradley Bu-
chanan and Pond.

» Mike Hayden for his many years as Head Steward at
Iron Mine Valley Preserve.

o Tony Holt for his many years as steward at Holt-
Kinney Woods.

Dunham Woods.
A Long-time Member Passes

Joshua’s Trust lost a long-time supporter, Dr. Dennison
Nash, who died on March 20.

Well known as a beloved UConn professor of anthropol-
ogy and author of a seminal book on the anthropology of
tourism, he was involved in a number of non-profit or-
ganizations on a global, national and local level,

A memorial service was held on April 22 at the univer-

sity.
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